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Toda ley o parte de ley contraria a cualquiera de las disposi- 
9 cioiies de &ta, queda tambikn derogada. 

THOMAS SNOWDEN, 
Contra Almirante de la Armada de lcs 

Goberriador Militar de Santo Domingo. 
Estados Unidos. 

Santo Domingo, R. D., 
1 0  de Julio de 1920. 

PE’lfILITARY GOVERNMENT OF SANTO DOMINGO. 
EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 511. 

G. 0. No. 3147. 

By virtue of the powers vested in the Military Government 
of Santo Dcmingo, the following Executix-e Order providing for 
the Registration of Lands and the Demarkation, Survey and 
Partition of Teri-exos Ccruuze?.os, is hereby dictated and prom- 
ulgated. 

. PREAMBLE. 
WHEREAS: it ‘P 7 m t f e r  of public knowledge that land 

titles in Sapto Domiii, r’ :-IC ’:7 general so confused and uncer- 
tain as to handicap the &~clo>ment of the country, foster fraud 
and blackmail on a wholesale scale, and result in unjust 
deprivation of rightful owners of their land, thus provoking 
disorder ai?d breaches of the peace, and te<ding to loss of 
confidence in the State;  and, 

WHEREAS: this condition has been recognized in various 
proclamations, decrees * and laws in the past, but all efforts 
at relief through statutes and otherwise have been inadequate 
and of little avail; and, 

WHEREAS: to remedy this condition and restore confi- 
dence in property rights and peace to  the State, a vigorous 
measure is necessary which will determine the true ownership 
of land and compel .its public registration by a scientific method : 
and, 

WHEREAS : the Courts now established have their dock- 
ets crowded with criminal and civil matters, and a separate 
tribtlnal dealing exclusively with the present problem of land 
titles is essential to its proper solution; 

NOW, THEBEFORE: : by virtue of the powers vested in the 
Military Government, and the duty and pGwe?* of every Govern: 
ment to remove obstacles to development, preserve propqrty, 
restore thnquillity and keep the peace, the following Order 
providing for the Registration of lands and the Demarkation, 

@, 

’ 
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Survey and partition of T C ~ W I L O S  C : o ~ ~ i i w ~ ) ~ o . ~ ,  is hereby dictated 

PRELIMINARY CHAPTER. 
This Executive Order shall be known 3s “The 

Land Registration Act”, the pui pose of which is hereby declared 
to  be the speedy registration of all lands throughout the Do- 
minican Republic, which purpose, including the demarkation, 
survey and partition of Tewenos  Conzuneim is hereby dxlared 
to be a matter of Public Order. 

Wherever the words “Terwuos  Coni unwos” or “Comunei’o 
Districts” are used in this Act, they shall be understood to mean 
undivided tracts of land owned, or claimed to be owned, by two 
or more persons, the interest of each such person being repre- 
sented by shares known as “imos” or other units which have 
reference to  the value o r  proportionate rights rather than to  the 
area of the land owned or claimed by such persons; and when- 
ever the words “Peso Titles” are used, they shall be understood 
to mean any such titles to “Tewe.rios Comuneros” or “Cowwnero 
Districts”; PROVIDED,  That there shall be excluded from all 
land included within the outside limits thereof (a) definite areas 
in which the prescriptive period provided for by Article 69 has 
run in favor of another person or persons; (b) definite 
areas as to which actual occupants have acquired possessory 
rights as provided in Article 87 hereof; PROVIDED FUR-  
THER, Th’at whenever all the shares pertaining to any Comune- 
ro District shall have been acquired by one person, the 
rules laid down in this Act for the determination of 
the validity of the titles representing such shares shall apply in 
the same manner and to  the same extent as if such land were 
still undivided. 

Wherever the word “person” is used in this Act, i t  shall hc: 
understood to include companies, partnerships, stock companied, 
corporations, private or public,, and any other similar associa- 
tions, the Dominican Republic, o r  any political subdivision there- 
of, or any other legal entity. 

For the purpose of this Act, lands shall be considered 
“possessed” when : 

(1) under actual cultivation or when put to  some other be- 
neficial use ; 

(2) when surrounded or inclosgd by fences, walls, hedges, 

(3) when surveyed by a public surveyor as evidenced by 

The term “dollar”, whenever used in this Act, shall be 

and promulgated : I 

ARTICLE 1. 

.() 

itches, tvochus, or similar means of indicating boundaries ; * 
an acta de mensum and plan. 
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construed to  mean money of the United States or its equivalent 
in money of the Dominican R~pnb!’c. 

The word “Court” wherever used in this Act, shall mean 
the Land Court, unless the context requires a different CW- 

struction. 
The term “Land Court,” shall mean any Court operating 

under the provisions of tkis Act, including the Superior Land 
Court, and Courts presided over by single justices or judges. 

Land shall be considered “registered” for the  purposes of 
this Act when a final decree of the  Land Court. in favor of the  
person or persons found by it to be the owner of such land has 
been transcribed on a certificate of title made out in the name of 
such owner. 

The term “transcription”, wherever used in this Act, shall 
mean the transcribing in extenso of clxuments affecting land 
presented to  registers of deeds. 

Oaths and acknowledgements required by this Act may be 
administered by or taken before any officer authorized by the 
laws of the Dominican Republic to  administer oaths or take 
acknowledgments ; PROVIDED, That without the Dominican 
Republic o2ths may be administered or  acknowledgments taken 
before any officer having a seal authorized to  administer oaths 
or take acknowledgments in the jurisdiction where same are 
administered or taken, but no such affidavit or other oath or 
acknowledgment appearing on any instrument shall be accepted 
fo r  the purposes of this Act unless the official charccter of the  
officer administering or taking the same be certified t o  by a 
diplomatic or consular representative of the Dominican Republic 
or by some official authorized to  so certify by the law of such 
jurisdiction, whose official character is in turn certified t o  bv 
such diplomatic or consular representative. 

Whenever the phrase “innocent purchaser for value“ or nn 
-equivalent phrase occurs in this Act, i t  shall be deemed to  in- 
clude an innocent lessee, mortagee, or  other incumbrancer for 
value. 

CHAPTER I. 
A special court is hereby established to be 

called the “Land Court”, which shall have exclusive jurisdiction 
of all proceedings for the registration under this Act of the 
title to  land, buildings or permanent improvements, or an  inter- 
est therein within the Dominican Republic, including the demar- 

9 kation, survey and partition of t e w e  .os co‘w~ilneros, with power 
to  hear and detwmine all questions arising from such proceed- 
ings, and shall also have jurisdiction over such other questions as 

* 

4 

ARTICLE 2. 
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may come before i t  under this Act. Such proceedings shall be 
I ’ I L  let l& a g a i ~ s t  the l a i d  snd  the buildings and improvements 
thereon and the decrees shalt operate directly on the land and 
the buildings arid improvements thereon, and vest and eetablish 
title thereto. 

The Land Court shall hold its sittings in the City of Santo 
Doniingo, but mag adjourn from time to time to such other 
pIaces a 5  the public eonvenience may require, and may hoId 
sessions a t  any time in the capital of any province. Suitable 
r m m s  shnll provided for the sittings of the Court in the  same 
building with, or convenient to, the office of the register of 
deeds, a c  well as 811 necessary books and such printed blanks 
and stationery €or use in registration proceedings as may be 
ordered t y  the Court hereby created. 

The Land Court shall be a court of record and shall cause 
to be made 3 seal, and to  be seded therewith all orders, process 
and papers made by or proceeding from the Court and requiring 
a seal. All notice$, orders and process of such Court may run 
into any province and be returnable as the Court may direct. 
It shall have jurisdiction throughout the Dominican Republie, 
and shall always be open, except on Sundays, and holidays estzb- 
lished by law; PROVIDED, HOTliEVER, Tha<t the regular ses- 
sions of the Court may be suspended for the period beginning 
with the first day of May and closing with the first day of 
,ruly of each year, which shall be known as the Court vacation. 
During the Court vacation one or more justices or  judges shall 
remain in the Republic subject to the call of the Executive 
Power fo r  the performance of dutiesappertaining to  the court. 
On or before the first day of Februarv of each year the Executive 
Power shall issue an Executive Order naming the justices or  
judges who shall remain on duty. The assignment for vacation 
duty shall be so arranged that no justice or judge shall be 
assigned for such duty more than once in three years. The 
justices or judges shall have the same powers in all respects 
during the vacation period as during the period of the regular 
sessions of the Court,-and may also; if they deem it  advisable, hold 
special terms during the vacation period for the trial of cases 
upon their merits. The justices or judges not assigned to 
vacation duty may spend the period of their vacation either in the 
Republic or abroad. Every third year after his appointment 
each justice or judge shall be entitled to  an additional vacation 
of three months. T h i s  five-month vacation shall be assigned to 
hiin by the Executive Power, but shall always be fixed within a 
period to  include the regular court v:ication. No leave shall ac- 
cumulate from year to year to  the justices or judges under this 
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order; but the Executive Power may, in its discretiorl, postpone 
the extrs thi.?? woi’tlls’ i-aeatior, from one year to the next 
if thir is reqr i,d b>- ,he yLblic iql:ei*ests. pm-, idcd eCtLh jdstice or  
jl>.dg:> ~ h z l i  hn.1 P o t  leas1 twc such incatic~nr in five years. 
D ~ u k g  the court vacation, acd durfnq the ! ea ie  of abqence for  
fixre m r i t h s  E iritecl ereiy third y w r ,  the I C  ces and judges 

T :A~  -::id Court sba11 cc\ I t of three justices, 
to Ise appointed by the Executive Power and all hold office for B 

21 of 6;e e a  uiil rt?:;o:ml for  cause. They shall have 
the followi::g qualifica ns: shall have practiced law, or have 
hee:i a ludze of 2 Court of F!xt irisiwce or  a higher court  in 
the Den?inicm Republic or 2 Cn--1*- of Fecord in the United 
Si3ts oi- i:? nny 3f i t 3  insular Prj< ~79 , .  be competent to read, 
::rik a d  rnderstand the Spa~iisli rncl h f m d i a r  with 

!:I? &:+inciples of the Civil Law. O w  of such justices shall be 
?.:pointed Fi-esident of the C o w t ,  an3 the ot‘ners as Associate 
Gustices thereof. 

ARTICLE: 4. In the exercise of its revisional, appellate and 
ariinhistrative authority, the Land Court  shzi: sit in  hanc as a 
body composed of the President and Associate Justices, and 
whenet e r  acting in the excercise of such authority shall be known 
as the “Superior Land Court”. 

Two members shall constitute a quorum of the Superior 
Land Ccurt, and the cor.currence of two justices shall be neces- 
~ a r y  to  pronounce a judgment. In the determination of causes, all 
dzciziws ef the Couri thall be p iven  it1 writing, acd the grounds 
ci  t h c  det.ki-;ions Aail be st:itecl as briefly as may be consistent 
wit‘-, r!ezz 7’p-s. except when r,yp*ovinq an uncontested decision of 
;i singlc ,iuFt;ce or judge, wFLen no  reasoils need be given. 

The authority and iurisdiction of t he  C O U ~  
sllall bevm arid t;ke effect 2s $00:: as the justices thereof are 
;,Ijpoinled and i-t:t; e crualifietl in the manlier provided in the 
following Article. The Court may be held by a single justice, and, 
when so held, shall have the authority, as a Court of original 
~urisdict;nn. coimiitted t o  said Court. Different sessions mky 
be hsld at I t e  smie time, either in the sqmc proyince o r  in dif- 
ferent p r o ~ i n c e s ,  as the President of the Land Cour t  may decide. 
and it sh<tll so arrange sessions as to insure a prompt discharge 
of ?xisipes. 

ARTICLE 6.  The justices of the Court and the judges here- 
rfia- providpd €or shall, before they proceed to execute the du- 
ties of their resrective offices, take and subscribe the followi~g 
oath before any officer qualified to administer oaths, t o  wit: 

* 

)sty’ :tiid e.iioving the smie Siliill draw full llay. 

Ai:TiC LE 3 .  

ARTICLE 5. 

‘ 



I, .. . .. . . . . . , . ., solemnly swear that  I will aamlnister 
justice without respect to persons, and do equal right to the poor 
and the rich, and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge 

according to the best of my abilit)? and imlersta!iding, agree- 
ably to the laws of the Dominican Republic. 

ARTICLE 7. In addition to  its original jurisdiction, the 
Land Court shall have the following revisional, rtppellnte and 
administrative powers : 

It shall pass upon and review all decisions rendered 
by the judges hereinafter provided for, or decisions rendered 
by a single justice of the Land Court, and shall affirm, reverse 
and may direct the proper judgment, order or decree to be en- 
tered, or direct a new trial or further p r o r e a h g s  to be hall. 
If a new trial be ordered, the Court shall, wherever possible, pass 
upon and determine all the questions of law involved in the case 
considered necessary for the final determination of the action. 

It shall hear any arguments and evidence presented 
against any decision dealt with in the preceding paragraph in 
reference to which an application for a new hearing has been 
made as provided in Article 15. 

It shall entertain appeals from the decisions of judges 
or single justices of the Land Court in the excercise of the crim- 
inal jurisdiction provided €or in Articles 46 to 51, inclusive, of 
this Act, where such appeals have been taken in the manner and 
within the time provided for in  Articles 32 and 52, and shall have 
power to  affirm, reverse or modify same. 

It shall from time to time make general rules for thc 
conduct of the business before the Court, includiiig business con- 
ducted before any of the courts p;-esided over by judges. Such 
rules, when duly made and promulgated, and not in conflict with 
the provisions of this Act, shall be bi:iding and must Fc? obscrvzd ; 
but no judgment rendered by any single justice or judge shall 
be reversed or set aside by a failure of the Court t o  comply with 
such rules unless the substantial rights of a garty have been 
lmuaired by such failure. 

( 5 )  It shall prepare and adopt convciiient io1 of certif- 
icates of title, and shall adopt general form:; of memoranda to 
be used by registers of deeds in registering common forms of 
deeds of conveyance and other instruments, 2nd such other 
forms as may be necessary or appro lh t e  L I I I ~ C ? ~ .  thiC Act.  

It shall exercise all the administrative authority Con- 
ferred upon it by the provisionc of this Act. 

and perform all the duties incumbent upon me as. .  . . . . . . . . . a ,  

(1) 

(2) 

e 
(3) 

(4) 

e 
( 6 )  
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ARTICI-E 8. Tn case of a vacancy in the office of President 
of the Lcind Court, or of his absence or  inability to pe r fom 
his dutiw, :in associate justice shall be designated by the Execu- 
tive Po~wi. to act iiiitil  the vacancy is filled or any disability 
removed. 

There shall likewise be appointed a super- 
vising jucige, and such other judges, having the special qual- 
ificatiops lxcscribed in Article 3 hereof for the justices or" the 
Lznd Cocrt  to be se!ected in the dixretion of the Executive Pow- 
er. as s?iall prove to be necessary for the purpose of this Act. 
Such ~ u d g e s  shall have all the powers of original jurisdiction 
c m t e m x i  by this Xet 'xi the Land Court, and shall hold court at 
such I;o'i,ts i o  i v l i ~ c  h they may be assigned by  the President of the 
Land C,)urt. Such judges shall hold office until their services 
are no ic)xger needed, but subject to removal a t  any time by the 

2 I?,wc?r o n  recommendation of the Superior Land 
Court. 

ARTICLE 10. Whenever a judgment of a judge shall be 
reversed and a new trial ordered, the Superior Land Court may 
asyign one n f  its own members or  any judge to hear the case upon 
the new trial, indead of the judge whose judgment has been 
vacated, if, in the opinion of the Court, fairness to  the parties 
requircp s:ic ti o i - ~ ~ e ~ * .  

All evidence taken upon the former trial which is admis- 
ible may be used upon the new trial without retaking, but addi- 
tion:;1 evidence inay be prwented upon the second trial by any 
of the parties. 

ARTICLE 11. The Superior Land Court may, -at any time, 
and for any i'c::sDn satisfactory to  it, assign any justice of the 
Co& to sit with any judge, or the supervising judge t o  sit 
wit11 any other judge during any particular case or for such 
period as may be determined by the Court. 

No justice or judge appointed under author- 
ity of this Act shall be liable to a civil action for the recovery 
of damages hy reason of any judicial action or judgment ren- 
dered by him in the performance of his official duties. 

'? 

ARTJCLE 9. 

* 

ARTICLE 12. 

IXCIDENTAL POWERS OF THE COURT. 
ARTICLE 13. Every court held under the authority of 

this Act shall have the power: 
1. To subpoena and compel the attendance and testimony of 

witnesses and the presentation of documentary evidence, whether 
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yublic or private documents, or real evidence, and to issue search 

2. To preserve and enforce order in its immediate presence ; 
3. To enforce order in proceedings before it, or before 

a person or persons empowexed to conduct a judicial investigatio~ 
under its authority ; 

To compel obedience to its judgment, order and p i ~ ~ e 3 3 ; ,  
and to the lawful orders of 2 judge out of court, in actions or 
proceedings pending therein ; 

To call upon the local police or the Guardia Nscional for 
such assistance as i t  may deem necessary, through Chaniiels that 
may be indicated by the Secretary of Interior and Police; and 

6.  To fix the amount of obligation to  be given by the accused 
in criminal or contempt proceedings, with sureties to its satis- 
faction for the appearance of the accused to answer the charge 
and, upon the approval or such obligation, to  release the accused 
from custody. 

ARTICLE 14. Citations, orders of notice, and all other 
process issuing from any court held under the authority of this 
Act shall be under the seal of the Court, and signed by any- 
justice, judge or the clerk thereof, and shall be served in t:le 
manner provided in the rules of the Court. 

Every order, decision or decree rendered by 
a single justice or judge, except in criminal or contempt proceed- 
ings, shall be submitted to  the Superior Land Court for re- 
view, and shall n d  become effective and final in the absence of 
the approval of said Court. Any party legally interested in an or- 
der, decision or decree of a court of original jurisdiction, who 
wishes to be heard a t  such review, shall be permitted to present 
written or  oral arguments, but shall be confined to the evidence a s  
shown by the record of such case, in the absence of a showing, i;i 
the manner provided in the rules of the Court, that certain eti-  
dence, proper to be considered by the Court, was improperly ex- 
cluded, or of newly discovered evidence materially affecting the 
issue which could not have been discovered with reasonable dili- 
gence in time for presentation to  the court of original jurisdic- 
tion. 

The application of such person for rehearing shall be made 
in a statemert in writing that he desires t o  be heard on review, 
filed with the clerk of the Court, whose order, decision or decree, 
is appealed from, within thirty days after such order, decision or 
decree haa been published by posting a t  the main door of the 
Court building. The clerk shall attach such statement to  the 
record to  be forwarded t o  the Superior Land Court. 

wai-rants in proper cases ; 9 

4. 

5. 

+I 

ARTICLE 15. 

(I 
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In  the event that  a party asking t o  be so heard does not 
appear at the time set by the Superior Land Court for the 
hearing of his arguments, the Court may, unless a continuance has 
been applied for and granted, enter a default and proceed with 
the consideration and decision of the case in the absence of such 
party. 

ARTICLE 16. The Executive Power shall appoint a Clerk of 
the Land Court who shall keep a docket of all causes and affix the 
seal of the Court to all process and papers proceeding therefrom 
and requiring a seal. He shall, in person or by deputy, attend all 
sessions of the Court, and keep minute books in which he shall 
record, under the direction of the hesident ,  all the proceedings 
of the Court, and shall, whrnevctr ordered by the Court, either on 
its own motion 01 upon the request of an interested party, cause 
l o  be made an exact transcript of all oral testimony given in the 
case to  which such order refers. He shall also cau:;e to be served 
and executed all orders and process issued from the various 
courts provided for by this Act, and enforce good order in and 
about the court-roonis occupied by such courts. 

ARTICLE 17. The Clerk shall be under the direction of the 
Superior Land Court ,  shall have the.custody and control of all 
papers and documents filed with him under the provision of this 
Act, m d  shall carefully number and index the same. Said 
papers and documents shall be kept in the City of Santo Doming0 
in an office which shall be in the same building as the Court, or 
near t o  it, and shall be open to the public subject to such reason- 
able regulations as the Clerk, under the direction of the Su- 
perior Land Court, may make. The Clerk may, with the sanction 
of the Court, employ such deputies, assistants, stenographers, 
typewriters, and messengers as may be necessary, within the 
limits of the appropiation for such purposes. He sha11 also, un- 
der the direction of the Court, cause forms of index and registra- 
tion and entry books to  be prepared for the use of the registers of 
deeds hereinafter provided for .  

Such deputies and assistants, when assigned by the Clerk 
to work in the courts held under the provisions of this Act, shall 
be under the direct control of the justices or  jadges of the 
courts. 

ARTICLE 18. The Clerk may act in any province; and 
after the land has been registered under this Act, he shall cause 
to be made, by the proper register of deeds, all memoranda 
affecting the title, and cause to be entered and issued certificates 
of title as provided herein. 

There shall Le a register of deeds in the 

1 

* 

* 
ARTICLE 19. 



c a b ~ c e r a  of each pro? incc, xi.hu yi3:11i be appuintcd by lhe Eiecu- 

within his provin stcred under this Act, shall 
make all mernora title to such land, and tran- 
scribe and issce 11 f it’e 2;s hereinafter provided, 
and affix the seal of his office to such certificates and duplicate 
certificate? of title; but in executing the provisions of his Act, 
the registers of d e d i  shall I r t ‘ ~  \ul).e:.t to the general direction of 
the Clerk of the Court, in order to secure uniformity throughout 
the Republic, and their official designation shall be “Registers of 
Deeds” for the province in which their duties are to be per- 
formed. 

All records and papers filed i n  the office of the register of 
deeds shall be open to the public, subject to reasonable regula- 
tions prescribed by the Clerk of the Court, and the register of 
deeds shall issue certified cup ofcall instruments filed and 

him, t4jrc., ;A $11, of the fees prescribed in 
Article 140. 

tive Power, who shall have 3 seal, and who, after any land * 

ARTICLE 20. The Clerk of the Court, his deputies, and 
all fiscals and assistant fisc ai-, reyisters o f  deeds, and examiners 
of title shall be sworn before any official authorized to  adminis- 
ter oaths, and a record ther6of shall be made in the records qf 
the Court. The Clerk of the Court and registers of deeds shall 
each give a bond to the Government of the Dominican Republic 
for the benefit of whom it may concern in a sum to be iixed by 
the Treasurer for the faithful performance of their official 
duties, before entering upon the same. The justices, judges, 
fiseals, the Clerk of the Court, examiners of title and all regis- 
ters of deeds, shall have power to administer oaths in all matters 
and cases in which an oath is required. whether pertaining to 
the registration of land or otherwise. The Clerk and his depu- 
ties and assistants, and all registers of deeds shall keep an ac- 
curate account of all money received, as fees or  otherwise, which 
shall be subjected to examination and revision by the Treasurer, 
and they shall deposit such money in accordance with instructions 
issued by the Treasurer. In case of the death, absence or dis- 
ability of any register register or, if 
there is no assistant register, the senior employee in the office 
of the register of deeds, shall perform the duties of register. 
The Clerk of the Court and all registers of deeds may require 
bonds cf indemnity from all deputies, assistants, and amployees 
in their respective offices. * 

A Fiscal of the Land Court, and such assis- 
tant  fiscals as later prove to be nezescary, shall be appointed 

of deeds, the assistant 

ARTICLE 21. 
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by the Executive Power, whose duty it shall be to represent the 
Go\ernmelit of rhe L)onlinif:nn ~iepcb~ic.. and, if so directed by the 
Secretary of Interior and Police, that  of all political subdivi- 
sions therecif in all proceedings before said Court in which they 
may have or  appear to  ha\^ a n  interest; and to  this end i t  shall 
be the duty of the fiscal t o  intervene in any proceeding in which 
the interests of the people of the Dominican Republic, or those 
of anr l,o!itical suixli\-i::ion G L  3 I ,  %Te 1 n w l ~ v  et1 ; PlZOI.'ZUED, 
That whenever in any such proceeding the interests of any 
political subdivision of the Dominican Republic shall be in con- 
flict with t h o x  O F  the Cetitral go\-ei'nrri-jn.r, such political sub- 
division may, a t  its option and at its own expense, employ other 
counsel t o  represent it in s w h  proceedings. The Fiscal shall 
present complaints and informations in all criminal cases coming 
before the Cour t  or before any justice or judge thereof, and shall 
prepare and prosecute such cases and have complete charge there- 
of subject to tlte order the Coiirt. The Fiscal m d  the assis- 
tant liscala shall be ! ~ x , ~ e r s ,  aii(l .;hall coniine lhci i  prpctice to 
that of attorneys for thg Government. 

ARTIC1,E 22. The PreFident of the Court may appoict a 
sufficient nurntler of examinx 4 title to meet the needs of the 
Courts holding session under the provisions of this Act, within 
the limit of the amount appropiatetl for such puqmse. 

* 

AI<TICI,E 23. The salzry of the President shall be 7500 
dollars, and the salaries of the Associate Justices shall be 7000 
dollar:; p+r aiinu~n each ; that of the Supervising Judge shall be 
6000 doliars per annum, aiid that oC any other judge appointed 
under this Act shall tie 5000 dollars per annum. The salary 
of the Clerk of the Couit shall be 5000 d o h &  per annum. The 
salaries of the fiscal, assistaut fiscals, registers of deeds and 
examiners of title, shall be fixed in the annual appropriation. 

All salaries and expenses of the Court, including those for  
necessary stenographers, typewriters, and other employees, in- 
cluding deputy and assistant clerks, registers of deeds and their 
deputies and employees and examiners of title, shall be paid 
from the National Treasury. 

I)rS&ITAP,IFICATION OF JUDGES. 

ARTICLE 24, No justice, judge or examiner of title shall 
sit in any cal;se o r  proceeding in which he is pecuniarily in- ' terested or related to m y  party within the sixth degree of 
consangckil: u;' xffinity, computed according to the rules of 
the C ' I * J I !  J.x* , I W  in which he has been counsel, without the , 
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written consent of all parties to  the proceedings, signed and 
entered upon the record. 

No challenge as to the competency of any of the officials 
named in this Article shall be received and allowed, but if it is 
desire? t o  cl:?irn t b t  the official is disqualified by the provisions 
of this Artic!e the party objecting to his competency may, in 
writing, file with the o€ficial his objection, stating the ground 
therefor, and the official shall thereupon proceed with the trial, 
o r  withdraw therefrom, in accordance with his determination of 
the question o€ his disqualification. His decision shall be forth- 
with made in writing and filed with the other papers in the case, 
for  the consideration of the Superior Land Court upon review. 

Whenever, in any cause o r  proceeding, a justice of the Land 
Court is disqualified, os  prevented in a n y  way from participating, 
the President of the Court shall, if necessary, designate from 
among the judges of the Land Court, a judge to  act in the place 
of the dis1;usIified justice in the consideration of the cause or  
proceeding. 

ARTICLE 25. In the case of the death of any justice or judge 
who may have begun any trial, but before the termination of the 
same, or in the case of his disability for any other reason to  ter- 
minate such trial, the President of the Land Court may, in his 
discretion, designate another justice or  judge to complete the 
trial and to decide the case. Such other justice or judge shall 
have the same power as the justice or  judge who began the 
trial to decide all questions arising in connection with the case, 
and to decide the case upon the evidence appearing in the 
record. 

I 

CONTEMPT. 
ARTICLE 26. Any court provided for by this Act, dr a jus- 

tice or judge thereof a t  chambers, may punish summarily, by a 
fine not exeeding two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding thirty days or  both, a person guilty of misbehavior 
or disrespect in the presence of o r  so near the  Court or judge 
as to  obstruct the administration of justice, including the refusal 
of a person presegt in court to be sworn as a witness or  t o  
answer as a witness when lawfully required. 

A person guilty of any of the following acts 
may also be punished for contempt : 

Disobedience of, or resistame to a lawful writ, proc- 
ess, order, subpoena, j u d h e n t  or cor mand of R 
court ; 

2. Misbehavior in case of an officer 9r employee of 

ARTICLE 27. 

* 1. 
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the Court in the performance of his official ddties 
or in hi9 official transactions. 

fn  cases under Article 27, a charge in writing 
'shall be filed with the Clerk, and entry thereof made upon the 

'docket, and an opportunity given the accused to be heard, by 
himself or counsel; but this Article shall not be so construed as 
to prevmt the Court from issuing process to bring the accused 
party into court, Oi* from holding him in custody pending such 
proceedings. 

The Court shall then determine whether the accused is 
guiity of the contempt charge, and if it  be adjudged that he is 
guilty, he may be fined not exceeding $1000, or imprisoned not 
inore than one year, or both. 

When the contempt consists of the omission 
to do an act, which i t  is yet in the power of the accused to  per- 
form, he may be imprisoned until he shall perform it. 

ARTICLE 28: 

ARTICLE 29. 

ARTICLt3 30. If the party released on bail fails to  appear 
upon the day named, the Court may issue an order of arrest, 
OF may order the ohligation for his appearance to  be prosecuted, 
or both. 

When a person has been imprisoned for con- 
tempt by the Land Court or  any justice or judge khereof, the 
Superior Land Court may dischai*ge him from imprisonment, 
when it  shall be made to  appear to the Court that  the public in- 
terests will not suffer thereby. 

* 
ARTICLE 31. 

ARTICLE 32. Appeals shall lie to  the Superior Land Court 
from judgments and orders of a single justice or judge made 
in cases of contempt, except in cases arising under Article 26. 

Such appeals may be taken only after a final judgment in 
the action. 

The procedure applicable in the taking of such appeals and 
the hearing thereof shall be that provided in Article 52 hereof, 
but the execution of the judgments and orders shall 
not be suspended until there is filed by the person in con- 
tempt in the Court rendering the judgment or making the orders, 
an  obligation with sureties, to the acceptance of the judge, in 
an amount to be fixed by the judge, that  if judgment be against 
him, he will abide and perform the orders and judgment. 

ARTICLE 33. Any lawyer duly lic$nced to practice law 
under the laws of the Dominican Republic shall be entitled to  
practice before the Land Court. but the employment of a lawyer 
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shall not be necessary in any proceedings had before said Court; 
and any party to such proceedings may appear in his own behalf 
or, except in criminal proceedings, by a perso!? named by him 
as his attorney in fact, on filing in Court a power of attorney 
complying with the requisites of Article 136. 

The Superior Land Court may make rules and regulations 
no'; inconsistent herewith, governing practice before the Land 
Court, and the preparation of papers for use in registration 
proceedings ; a x l ,  in the interests of justice, may, by regulation, 
restrict such practice, and the preparation of such papers, and 
the fees lawfully chargeable €or the preparation of such papers, 
and may punish violations of any such rule or regulation i~ 
contern$ proceedings. 

1) 

DISBARNENTS. 

ARTICLE 34. Any lawyer debarred form the right to 
practice before the other Dominican courts, shall not be permit- 
ted to  practice or appear in behalf of another person before the 
Land Court. And any lawyer may be suspended for such period 
as  the Superior Land Court  shall determine, or be permanently 
debarred from his right to practice before the Land Court for 
any deceit, mal-practice. or other misconduct in such profession, 
or by reason of his conviction of a crime involving moral turgi- 
tl-lde, or for wilful dimbedjence of any lawful order of the 
Court, or for corruptly or wilfully appearing as a lawyer for a 
party to an action or proceeding before the Court without 
authority to do so. Procedure in suspension and disbarment 
proceediiigs shall be providedofor in rules of the Court. 

-Z.ny person, ctlier than a lawyer, guiIty of any of the above 
acts or practices, or whom the Court finds to be incompetent, 
shall be deprived of the right to appear in behalf of another 
in any Court operating under the provisions of this Act: 
PROVIDED, That if  the order depriving any such person of 
his rjght to appear be issued by a single justice or judge, an 
appeal shall lie in any such case to the Superior Land Court; 
but, pending the resolution of any such appeal, the order of such 
single justice or judge shall govern. 

I ,  

WITNESSES. 

ARTICLE 35. The testimony of all witnesses, except such 
8s has been taken in writing in the form of depositions as 
otherwise provided in this Act, or in the rules of the Court, 
shall be given on oath in open court orally, and each witness 

e 
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may be orally cross-exanii:wd 11y an adverse party or his 
mmsel,  or by the C'c,Lirt with ticlent fu1nes:s and f;er:cinm t o  
test his accuracy and t ra thful l  and freedom from interwt or 
bias, or the reverse, and to elic11 :\I1 irnportaiit iac.+s hearing on 
the issue. crc\s\- 
examinations so as  to conhne ~ t i ~ ~ r n  t o  the  pxrposes l a 4  above 
specified and to  prevent i i ~ e l e ~ : i : ~ t  OY inSul t i r ig  wterrog?tories. 

In d e t c ~ ~ f i ~ ~ ~ i ~  g r~ llcre the jirepoi~der.;nc,e 07' 

superior weight of ev1dt.nc.t. 011 1 7 ,  i . - i i r .  i n r  nl\  +cd Le- ,  t F p  C o u r t  
shall consider all the fact. antl cir(tix~t;irict~c. of the  caw, the 
witnesses' manner of testifying. thrir intellig,elic2, their ~ P R I ~ S  of 
knowing the facts t o  which they ale  teqtifvinp, the liatui-6 of the 
facts to which the) tehtify, t l l L 3  111 (\!A bi1itT 
their testimony, their iritrxsi ~ J Y  <',J .t ('1 irt 
personal credibility. 

The Court niay a k a  Lt'rl,ider the ni~nil.d: c,f wi 'rpsye, ,  al- 
though the preponderalice rw l  i:<)t be R !+h t h c  qwltt+.t nlumber. 

ings held under the I'r )f r h i y  Aci  , o r  of1 i t<  ov, 11 motioi:, 
the Court ma\' issue 1'1 :I r ed  ~ ( 1  to  ani.  r\ itne\? whose 

witness a t  a time pill ypfic,fie(i rf  
fails to  a,ppear a t  tbe time arid place specified iLl thc subpoena, 
the Court may issue a uariarlt upoil which he rs,<\j he seizpd 
and brought heforr the Court  L J ~ ,  1 compelid to tc>\tir"y, and the 
costs OE such warrant and <e[;rLtw e witncsq .hall be paid 
by the witvess I €  the ( ' o k t 7 - t  -*lci:i tl 11.1,e that + i L  fai1,n.e to 
answer the  subpoena u as 7x111 iii without j astifiable escuse. 

T h e  h c J r \ i t  e r f I?. : L,likmena d w i l  be made 
by delivering a copy thereof, attested hy the officer making the 
service to be a true copy, t , )  the  \ v i t n ? s q  wrsonally. Thg 
service must be so as to allov; the witness a re:a?anatJe time fw" 
preparation and trazel to  the place of attendance. Such service 
may be made by any officer. of the Cour t  or of the law, o r  bv 
any person specially authoi-ized, I ; )  writifirr. upon the  . :It)popna. 

the point where the ('ouri 111 ' r 

infirm to attend, or if it apk,....r- 
for some distavt point t i i t  J 

the testimony is required, ' I T  

t o  the Court, tiw Court mnv 
means of a deposition of nliich ,iii I 

due notice. 

a 

The ( 'our t  yhali t?:,~ f '  1 k r  ! io\ \  g.r to yt &!Y 

ARTICLE 36. 

ARTiCLE 37. :ti,$ e of' > L I ~ J  p ~ l i ? ~  to  ~ ~ I I J  procesd- 
, 1 

1 1  117Cr' ! 1, FLLTCJ 1 * testimony nu:. lxl I t  

ARTICLE 38. 

ARTICLE: 39. If t h e  i' I 

I I ~ ' :  o r  kl tim:~liy by 
po cLw; \ L A !  receive 

Such depositivu mdj.' tie 



calde, or Notary Public designatetl by the Court. Any inter- 
ested party may attend the examination and put such questions, 
direct and cross, as may be prowr. The deposition, when com- 
pleted, must be carefully read to  the witness and corrected by 
him in any particular, if desired: it must then be subscribed by 
the witness and certified by thc judge or officer taking the depo- 
siton. Such judge or oiii-er 3hwl1 thieI> eiiclosz same in an enve- 
lope or wrapper, which shall bt. seaied and disected and trsns- 
mitted to the Clerk of the Court  in which the proceedings are 
pending, and thereupon such deposition may be presented in 
evideme against any party receiving notice. subject t o  all legal 
exeptions; but if the parties attend the examination, no objection 
to the form of an interrogatory can be made a t  the hearing unless 
the same was stated at  the time of the examination. The depo- 
sition may be excluded if the Court finds that the taking was 
in any respect unfair or fraudulent. 

ARTICLE 40. (a) It shall b e  the duty of each Notary 
Public, or Alcalde x t ing  as s x h ,  iwniediately upon the prom- 
ulgation of this Act, to list correctly in triplicate all documents 
and notarial instruments of every kind in his posse3cion, except 
wills of persons not deceased, pertaining t o  titles t o  real propedy. 
Such list shall be in the form of a statement in sufficient detail to 
permit the ready indentification of the documents listed therein ; 
and if the records, protocol or archives, of any notary show that 
there ha17e a t  any time been in his pos5esston any further doc- 
uments or notarial instruments affecting real property other 
than those found t o  be in his possession at  the time of the promul- 
gation of this Act, he shall include them in the list and shall deliv- 
er them with the other documents. If for any reason any of these 
documents are not in his possescim, 2nd he is unable to obtain 
them, he shall separately list such otzer documents and notarial 
instruments, which separate list shall immediately fo!low the 
main list, and shall give in respect to each entry of such separate 
list a statement of reason? showin? why any original document 
or notarial instrument referred to therein is not in his possession 
o r  cpnnot he produced. U p o ~  the completion’of such list, not 
later in any event than 60 days from the date of the promulgation 
of this Act, it  shall be the duty of every such notary to deposit 
said documents 2nd notarial instruments with the lists therFof 
in triplicate with the Couservador de Hipotecas a t  the cabecera 
of the province in which lies the commune for which he is com- 
missioned and acting. If a notary’s residence is in a commune 
which does nct contcin the cubeeepa 01 a province, deposit in the 
post-office of his residence, in securely wrapped and sealed pack- 
ages addressed to the foasei  v a d o ~  d e  H i p o f ~ c a s  of the province 

. 

‘ 

1 
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in which the notary resides, shall discharge his duties under this * article. 

of 
dG 

At the foot of the original, duplicate and triplicate copies 
each such list, but leaving space for receipt of the Coizcerva- 

r d e  Hipotecus hereinafter provided for, shall appear the fol- 
lowing form of oath, which shall be taken and subscribed to by 
the Notary Public before any officer authorized to administer 
oaths : 

Dominican Republic 
Province of 
Commune of 
Personally appeared before me this ---- day of -- 

1920,- - , who being first duly sworn, 

deposes ax1 says, that  the foregoing statement prepared by 
him in his official c a ~  ::city z s  ?Jotary Public in and for the com- 
mune of i J T J , j l  7 'an Repitblic, containing 
entries, is true, and i:; a corxplete statement of all documents 
and notarial i x t x r  t .__ ', is possession, and which a t  any 
time have bee.: in his p ~ . x i s s : o ~ ,  dfecting reg1 property, which 
he is required by the terms of Article 40 of the Land Registration 
Act to turn over to  the Gonswvadm* d e  Hipotecas, or otherwise 
account for. 

(full name of notary or alcalde) 

* 

~ ~ 

(Signature and title of notary or a l c d d e )  

Sworn and subscribed to before me, the day and year aforesaid. 

(Signature and official title of officer administering oath) 

(b) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of each Ayuntp 
miento of Commune, or  the person ZctiFg a s  such, immediately 
upon We promulgation of this Act, and not later in any event 
than 30 days after such promulgation, to transmit, in securely 
wrapped and sealed packages t o  the Consevvador d e  Hipotecas 
for the province where the comrnclne is situated, :111 protxols, 
registers and all documents and instruments pertaining thereto, 
which may be in the possession of the Apmtz.:.izlcnto due l o  the 
death of any Notary or  any Alculde acting as such, or of any 
Agr'imensor Pziblico, or which may be in its possession for any 
other reason. A list of all protocols, registers and all documents 
and instruments pwthining thereto which for any reason have 
become separated or not bound with the protocols or registers, 

i4 



shall be prepared in triplicate, and transmitted along with the 
protocols, registers, documents and instruments pertaining e 
thereto, leaving apace a t  the bottom fo r  the receipt of the Con- 
seyvndor de Hipotecas.  

Secretaries of Ayuntumie?itos of Communes, other than the 
Cabeceras of Provinces, shall transmit the packages by registered 
mail. 

It shall be the duty of each Ay?.iirretisor Pilblico, im- 
mediately upon the promulgation of this Act, and not later in 
any event than sixty days after such promulgation, to  transmit 
in securely wrapped and sealed packages to the Clerk of the Lard 
Court in Santo Domingo City, all Libros de Reglistto d e  Actus d e  
Il!lensum kept by him under the requirements of Article 29 of the 
Ley  de Agr imenswa.  Agrinaetzsores Pliblicos whose residences 
are  elsewhere than in Santb Domingo City, shall transmit such 
packages by registered mail. 

Postmasters shall furnish franked envelopes for  use 
in ti.2 transmission of packages mailed in compliance with the 
provisions of this Article, and shall register such packages free 
of charge. 

In any case where, under the provisions of this LG!rti- 
cle, i t  is made the duty of a Notary Public, Secretacy of igunta- 
miento or Agr-lmensor Pziblico to deliver or transmit to any of- 
ficer any protocols, registers, documents or instruments, such 
duty shall be discharged by the delivery of such protocols, re- 
gisters, documents or instruments, to an official named by the 
Executive Power, in the event that  the Executive Power shall 
so direct. 

The reports and documents deposited with the Secre-  
taria de Justicia under Executive Order Xo. 363, shall be turned 
over to the Land Court on its request. 

( c )  

(d) 

1) (e) 

( f )  

ARTTCLE 41. Frnm m d  after compliance with tbe pro- 
visions of the preceding article, there shall be no legal depos- 
itaries of original instruments affecting titles to real property 
other than the Registers of Deeds or p e r s ~ n s  wtin:: as  such 
under the provisions of this Act. 

ARTICLE 42. It shall be the duty of the  C o T t ~ i  i ' 1"ov c lc  
Hipotecus, or  the person scting as scch, to 
of the list referred to in Article 40, if, afler 
the documents and instruments so deposi 
and copy thereof to lie correct, and the 
receipted original to the Notary or the perm]  acting as such. 



The documents and instruments, tt,_yether with the duplicate copy 
OF the jisk, the (‘ort**c!.vado?# dc FTi,Totcccls shall car.cfu~ly preserve 
among the files of his office. The triplicate copy of such list 
shall be immediately forwarded by the Consen-ador cle Hipote- 
cas by registered mail to the Clerk of the Land Court a t  Santo 
Domiiigo City. 

* 

ARTICLE 43. Any Notary Public, Pllcalde, Secretary 01 
Apiitaun.iento, or Agi inzeiwii. Pziblico, who shall fail to comply 
with any of the requirements of Article 40 of this Act, shall, 
on informaticn or comp!ajnt presented by the Fiscal or deputy 
fisca2, be brought befor? any justice or judge of the Land Court 
and shtrll, upon conviction, be fined in a sum of not more than 
$1000, or be imprisoned for  a teim of not more than one year, OP 
be both so fined and imprisoned in the discretion of the Land 
Court; PROVIDED, That any Notary Public or  Alcalde, who 
shall submit any false or incomplete at:ttemznt under the require- 
ments of said Article 40, shall be guilty of perjury, and shall, upon 
conviction before 8 justice or judge of the  Land Court, be subject 
to the penalties provided in Article 4, paragraph “D” of Execu- 
tive Order No. 202. 

Until a register of deeds shall be appointed 
for any province, the incumbext C o n s e r w d o ~  de Hipotecas shall 
be the register of deeds of such province and perform the  duties 
of such office a; defined by this Act. Upon the assumption of 
his office by a register of deeds for  any province, appointed under 
the authority of this Act, the incurnhent Coizservador de Hipote- 
cns shall turn 017er to guch register of deeds all records and 
documents pertaining to his office, whereupon tETe office of Con- 
se~vndor de Hipotecas shall cease to exist in that  province. 

ARTICLE 44. * 

ARTICLE 45. Upon assumiiig office, the Registers of Deeds 
provided for by this Act shall carefully inspect all original doc- 
uments and notarjal instruments which they find among the 
2 :l.os 1 

documents or instruments pertaining to real property, situated 
in other provinces, such documents and instruments, upon being 
carefully listed, shall be invoiced to the various registers of deeds 
fo r  the pmvipce? tn which such documents or instruments pertain. 

ice shzll I J ~  rxtdz out in quadruplicate, tl1e original 
and m e  copy of which shall be sent by registered ~ni~i ; ,  with the 
d.ocuments and notarial instruments to  which the ir176ce refers, 
to  1”&= rc_cisC,c:. of deeds of the province to  which smh documents 
and notarisl instruments pertain. One copy shall be sent t o  
the Clerk of the Land Court a t  Santo Doming0 City, and one copy 

s a f  the Co,<seruxrlor de Nipotecas;  and wherever they find 

.Z 
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retained by the register of deeds in his office. The receiving 
register of deeds shall, upon receiving the  documents, carefully 
check the invoice against the documents, and, if found correct, 
shall receipt on the original bnd return aame to the remitting 
p g i s t e r  of deeds. 

ARTICLE 46. Any person who offers in evidence or files 
with any justice, judge, examiner of title, or surveyor, acting 
under the order of the Land Coul't, any instrument of title, which 
title, or  any title upon which such title is based, is found by 
the Land Court or any justice or judge thereof, af ter  
investigation, to be false or fraudulent, shall, on information 
or complaint presented by the fiscdl or a deputy fiscal, 
be brought before the justice or judge of the Land Court havinp: 
jurisdiction of the case in reference to. which such false or 
fraudulent title was presented; and if such Court shall decide 
that  the person so presenting such titles was aware at the time 
of its presentation that it was false or  fraudulent, or had reasan 
to  believe that such title was false or fraudulent, or does not 
prove to the satisfaction of the court that  he took reasonable 
steps to investigate its genuineness, such person shall be deemed 
guilty of false testimony, and, upon conviction, shall be fined in 
a sum not less than $50 nor more than $5000, or  be imprisoned 
for not less than one month nor more than five years, or mtty be 
punished by both such fine and'imprisonment in the discretion 
of the Court; PR0T71DLr'f1, That if lhe party presenting title 
declares at the time of such presentation that  the title presented 
was purchased in good faith, but that  after investigation he is 
suspicious of the genuineness of such t i tk ,  and has been unable 
t o  decide as to  i ts  genuineness, no prosecution shall lie. 

Whenevey, in any proceedings under the provisions of this 
Act, evidence shall be adduced tending to show the authorship 
of any forged title presented in Court, the judge of said court 
shall send the forged title, together with a certified transcript of 
the evidence tending to show authorship#of the forgery, to the 
Secretary of Justice, in order that  the said Secretary may take 
steps t o  bring 'about immediate prosecuqons in the proper crim- 
inal courts in all cases in which the evidence presented seems 
to him to warrant such prosecutions. 

* 

FURTHER PENALqES. 

ARTICLE 47. Any person who shall commit any of the 
offenses described in Articles 48, 49, 39 and 51, shall, upon 
complaint or information pr6sented by Bhy fr 'ddl, of the Court, 

f 
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be brought befcre the appropiate court, presided over by a justice 
or judge of the Land Court, and shall, upon conviction, be subject 
to  the penalties prescribed. 

Whoever knowingly swears falsely to  any 
statement required to be made under oath by this Act shall be 
guilty of perjury, and shall, upon.conviction, be punished as pro- 
vided in Executive Order No. 202. 

Whoever fraudulently procures, or assists in 
fraudulently procuring, or is privy to the fraudulent procure. 
ment, of any certificate of title or  owner's duplicate certificate. 
or of any entry in the register or other book kept in the office 
of the clerk or.any register of deeds, or of any erasure or  alter- 
ation in any entry in any set of books or in any instrument 
authorized by this Act, or  knowin&; dehauds, or is privy to de- 
fracding, any person by means of a f d s e  or fraudulent instru. 
ment, certificate, dup!icate certificate, statement or  affidavit 
affecting registered land, shall be deemed guilty of fraud, and, 
upon conviction, shall be fined not exceeding $5000, or imprisoned 
not exceeding fite years, o r  both, in the discretion of the Court. 

Any person who (1) forges, o r  procures to be 
forged, OF aosists in forging the seal of the Clerk of the Land 
Court, or of any register of deeds, cr the name, signature, or 
handwriting of any officer of the Court or of the register of deeds, 
in m y  case where scch oificer is exlpreosly 01' impliedly authorized 
to affix his signature ; or  (2) fraudu.lently stamps or procures to 
be stamped, or assists in stamping, any documents with any 
forged seal of the Clerk of the Land Court or  register of 
deeds; or (3)  forges, o r  procures to be forged, or assists in 
forging the iizme, signature, o r  handwriting of any person to any 
instrument which is expressly or impliedly authorized t o  be 
signed. by such person under the provisions of this Act; o r  
(4) uses any document upon which an impression, or part 
of ail impression, of any seal of the Clerk of the Land Court 
or of a register'of deeds, has been forged, knowing the same to  
have been forged, or any document, the signature to  which 
has h e w  forged, knowing the same has been forged, shal1- be 
deemed guilty 01 forgery, and, upon conviction, shall be impris- 
oned not exceeding fire years, or fined not exceeding five thou- 
sand dollars, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

Any person who, with intent to  defraud, 
sells, conveys, leases, mortgages or i nc ixbe r s  registered land, 
knowing that an undischarged attachment or any other incum- 
brance exists thereon, which is not noted by memorandum on the 

* 
ARTICLE 48. 

ARTICLE 49. 

ARTICLE 50. * 

AnTICLE 51. Y 



duplicate certificate of title, without informing the grantee 
of such attachment or  other incuinbraiice before the considera- 
tion is paid, shall be deemed guilty of fraud, and, upon conviction, 
shall be piiuisheci by imprisonment not exceeding three years, 
or by a fine not exceeding three thousand dollars, or by both, in 
the discretion of the Court. 

4r 

ARTICLE 52. Appea!s shall lie from all convictions by any 
justice o r  judge of the Land Court, under the authority of Arti- 
cles 46, 38, 49, 30 a,id 51 of this Act, to the Superior Land Court. 

Such appeals shall be perfected by filing with the Clerk of 
the Court pronouncing sentence. within the period of ten days, an 
appeal in writiag signed by or  in behalf of the perwn so convicted. 
The Clerk shall thereupon attach such written statement to the 
record of the case and forward the sanie to the Superior Land 
Court, but the execution of the sentence : i l i d l  not he suspended 
until there is filed by the convicted person in the court pronoun- 
cing the sentence an obligation, with sureties to the acceptance of 
the judge, in an amount to be fixed by him. In  the event that  the 
party instituting such appeal does not appear in person, or by 
counwl. before the S:iperior 1,and Court at  the time set by the 
Court for  the healing, the Court, unless a continuance has been 
applied for arid granted, may issue an order declaring the appeal 
taken t o  be vacated and the obligation forfeited, whereupon the 
sentence appealed from shall become final. 

e 

ARTICLE 53.  No conviction for any act prohibited by this 
Act shall affect any remedy to which any person: aggrieved or in- 
jured by such act, may be entitled by law, against the person 
who has committed such act, o r  sgainst his estate. 

CHAPTER 11. 

REGISTRATION PROCEEDINGS. 

ARTICLE 64. The Superior Land Court shall, from time 
to time, determine the districts or areas as to which the public 
interests require that  priority be given in the settlement and 
adjudication of titles t u  land, ant1 shall make report 
thereof to the Secretary of Fomento, who shall thereupon 
cause t o  he made a cadastral survey and plan of lands 
included in such districts or areas, aiid establish the outside 
limits thereof. The  Secretary of Fomento shall give notice to  
the general public of the day on which such survey will begin, 
giving as full and accurate a desciiption as possible of the lands 
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to be surveyed. Such notice shall be published in two succes- 
sive issues o f  the Official Gazette, and shall be posted in a con- 
spicuous p!ace on the lands to be suiveyed, and be posted on the 
main doc,: of the City Hall and the -4ZcaZdia of the Commune or 
Comniiiric 4 111 n h c h  the lands, or any portion thereof, are sit- 
uated. 

* 

ARTi:’T,F: 5’5. It sha!l be lawful for the surveyors, desig- 
natecl 1 , ~  tbe Secretary of Fomento, to make the survey, to  enter 
upon the lands whenever necessary for the making of the survey 
and for  the placing of monuments; and it shall.he the duty of 
every pers)r& l o  umimbnicate to  the surveyor in charge, upon his 
request there for, all information possessed by such person concer- 
ning the Imuiidarj lines of the lands. Any per’son who wilfully 
refuses lo  gi\r such information, or in any manner interferes 
with thc making of the survey or  the placing of monuments, and 
any pr -011 t i  ilo defaces, destroys or removes the monuments,, 
placed on the land by the surveyors or their or 
alters the location of such monuments, or destroys or removes 
the ncittcr. of qui-vcy posted on the lands, upon conviction thereof 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, shall be punished by a fine 
not exceeding $1000, or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the 
CoLirt. 

aseistants, 

ARTICTJ3 56. In case the lands surveyed are a comunero 
district, or within the linds surveyed there is included one or 
more of such districts, the outside boundaries of such district or 
districts shall be shown, as also the location of inclosed or cul- 
tivated areas of lands, pastures, buildings, structures, and other 
improvements of all kinds, together with the names of the  owners 
or persons in possession thereof. 

A rough topographical sketch shall also be made to  ac- 
company the survey, which shall indicate as accurately as 
possible, without -the use of surveying instruments, the general 
character of the land, whether mountainous, hilly, stony, mar- 
shy, os  level; also what appears to be good arable land, and the 
land which appears to be of little or no value for cultivation, with 
reasons for  such absolute or comparative unfitness. 

ARTICLE 57. When the lands have been surveyed and 
platted, the Secretary of Fomento, represented by the Fiscal 
of the  Land Court, shall file in the appropriate court, presided 
over by a justice or  judge of the Land Court, a petition against 
the persons owning, holding, claiming, possessing, or occupying 

e 



such lands or any part thereof, stating in substance that the 
public interests require that the titles to such i m d  be settled 
and adjudicated. The petition shall contain a description of the 
lands in question and shall be accompanied by a plan thereof and 
shall show, so far as known, the names of the owners of lands 
bounding on the cadastral survey, and may contain such othnr 
data as may serve to furnish full notice to the occupants of the 
lands and to  all persons who may ciaim any right or interest 
therein. The boundaries OF limits of the vawious parcels pcs- 
sessed or owned by thG different persoxis shall be iniiicated 011 

th,e plans as accurately as possible. The parcels, ahall be 
known as  “lots” and shall, c11 the i;!aiis ;Il!ecl in t?e case, be gIvcii 
separate numbers. The lots situated within the district o r  a r m  
covered by a cadastral praciicaLle, bc 
numbered consecutively, beginning with the nu,mber “1” and such 
numbers shall be known as “cadastral numbers” ; PRCi.i;ir;?Z22: 
HOVJE’PER, that, in tlie case of urban lands, rz designuti 
land holdings by block and lot numbers may be employed instend 
of the  designation by cadastral numbers, and shall have the same 
effect for  all purposes as the latter. 

In orders and documents a.ffecting title to land registered 
under the provisions of this Aet, or used in proc,?edjiigs ;ic,rzna.. 
der, in which cadastral numbers ai:e used, such nunibers s?.nil be 
written in both words and figures. 

a 

sws-ey sF,zi’;l, so i“;?.i. as 

* 

After decree has been entered for the registratior, of a lot, 
its cadastral number sbal! not he changed except by o?der o f  the 
Court. Future subdivisions of any lot shall, with the approval 
of the Court, be designated by a letter, or letters, of the alphabet, 
added to  the cadastral numbers of the lot to which the respective 
subdivisions pertain. The letter with which a subdivision is 
designated shall be known as the “cadastrc,l letter” ; PRO‘V’I.CE:D, 
HOWEVER, that  subdivisions of additions to cities ri-iay, with tlie 
approval of the Court, be designated by block and lot nurnbeys 
instead of cadastral numbers and letters. All such subdivisions 
shall be made in accordance with the provisions of Article 76, and 
the provisions of Article 96 sha!l bz applicable ’r,o conveyances of 
land so subdivided. 

ARTICLE 58. Upon receipt of the petition and the ac- 
companying plan, the Clerk shall cause notice of the filing r?f 
such petition t o  be published twice in the Official Gazette, and 
at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the province 
where any portion of the land lies ; or if there be no such news- 
paper, then in a daily newspaper of the City of Santo Domingo, 
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having a general circulation. The notice shall be, in form, sub- 
’+! stantially as follows : 

REGISTRATION O F  TITLES 
PROVINCE 

The Land Court‘. 

“To (here insert the names of all persons appearing to have 
an interest, and  those of the adjoining owners, so f a r  as known), 
and to all whom it  may concern: 

“Whereas a petition has been presented to said Court by the 
Secretary of Fomento, praying that the titles to the following- 
described lands, or the various parcels thereof, be settled and 
adjudicated, you are hereby cited to appear at the session of 
the Land Court to be held a t . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  in the province 
of . . . . . . . . . . . .  :. . . .  ., on the . . . . . . . . . .  day of .... .19.. . .  
a t  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o’clock, to present such claims as you may have 
to  said lands or qny portion thereof, and to present evidence, if 
any you have, in support of such claims. 

* (Insert description of land) 
And, uxlless you appear a t  said Court a t  the time and place 
aforesaid, your default will be recorded, and the titles of the  land 
will be adjudicated and determined in accordance with the.prayer 
of the petition and upon the evidente before the Court, and you 
will be forever barred from contesting such petition or any decree 
entered thereon. 
“Witness the Honorable ................ Judge of said Court, 
this..  . . . . . . . .  ,day of ............... 19..  .. 
“ATTEST : 

Clerk of the Court.” 

ARTICLE 59. The return of said notice shall not be less 
than 30 days, ncr more than one year from the date of the issue ; 
but such time may be extended in the discretion of the Court upon 
due cause being shown. The Court shall also, within seven days 
after the issuance of said notice as hereinafter provided, cause 
notice to  be mailed by the  Clerk to every person named therein, 
whose address is known. The Court shall also cause a duly 
attested copy of thehotice to be posted in a conspicuous place on 
the  lands covered by the petition, and also on the main doors 
of the City Hall and the Alcaldiu of the Commune or Communes 

a 



in which the lands, or a portion thereof, are situated, EiEteen 
days, at least, before the return day. The Court shall also cause 
other or further notice of the petition to be given in such manner, 
and to such persons, as it may deem proper. 

ARTICLE 60. Whenever i t  shall appear necessary, the Court 
shall appoint a suitable person to act as guardian ad litem for 
persons under disability, or out of the Dominican Republic, who 
may have an  interest. The compensation of the guardian shall 
be determined by the Court and assessed as a charge against the 
person in interest. 

ARTICLE 61. 

(I 

When any of the parties, upcn application, 
establish that, because of poverty, ignorance, or other just 
reason, they are unable properly to prepare their case, the.Judge 
or  Clerk of the Court shall detail an officer or employee of the 
Court, or of the office of the register of deeds, to assist such 
parties in the preparation of their answers and evidence, 
without cost to them. 

The Court shall, a t  some convenient date prior to the ex- 
piration of the time for filing the answer, cause such genera! 
notice to be issued t o  all persons as may be necessary fully ;o 
inform them of the purposes of this Article and their rights in 
respect thereto. 

ARTICLE 62. Any person claiming any interest in avy 
part of the lands, whether named in the notice or not, shall 
enter an  appearance before the Court by himself or by some 
person in his behalf, and shall file an answer on or before the 
return day, or within such further time as may be allowed by 
the Court. The answer shall be signed and sworn to  by the 
claimant, or by some person in his behalf, and shall state the full 
name of the claimant, whether he is married, and, if married, the 
full name of the husband or wife, and the date of the marriage; 
and if unmarried, whether he or she has been married, and if 
so, when, where and how the 'marriage relation terminated, and 
shall show: 

(a) 
(b) 

4 

The age of the claimant. 
The cadastral number of the lot or lots claimed, as 
appearing on the plan filed in the case, or the block 

and lot numbers, as the case may be. In case the land 
claimed is not accurately represented on the plan, then 

A specific description of the permanent improvements 
on the larid and a statement as to  who owns them. 

a description of such land by metes and bounds. & 

(c) 
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(d)  

(e) 

The full names of the owners of the adjoining lots, so 
f a r  as known. 
If the claimant is in possession of the lots claimed, a 
statement of the instrument of title by which held; 

and if there be no such instrument of title, the date 
or dates when he or his predecessors in interest ac- 
quired such possession. 
If the claimant is not in possession of the land, t’ne 
answer shall fully set forth the interest claimed 
by him and the time and manner of its acquisition. 
If the lots have been assessed fbr taxation, the number 

of the declaration by which declared and their last 
assessed value. 
The incumbrances, if any, affecting the lots, and the 
names of adverse claimants, so f a r  as known. 
If the land claimed contains or borders on a public or 
private way or road, a statement whether any and what 
land within the limits thereof is claimed. 

( j )  All muniments of title upon which any claim is based, 
in possessiog of claimant, shall be filed with the answer. 

ARTICLE 63. The Court shall cause each answer to be 
investigated by one or more examiners of title, who shall search 
the records and investigate all the facts in the answer, or other- 
wise brought to  his or their attention, and file in the case report 
thereon, concluding with his o r  their opinion regarding the 
title. 

Upon completion of all reports of theexam- 
iners of title in the case, the Court shall set down the case 
for trial. The trial may occur at any convenient place within 
the  provinza in which the lands are situated, or at such other 
place as the Court, for reasocs stated in writing and filed with 
the record of the case, may designate. 

At  the trial each party who has entered an appearance and 
filed an  answer may present evidence, and offer arguments. 

ARTICLE 65. The Court shall enter a default against all 
persons comprised in the notice by name or  by the: words “TO 
whom it  may concern”, who do not appear and answer within the 
time allowed, and may proceed with the consideration and deci- 
sion of the case in the absence of any such person. 

(f) 

(9) 

(h)  

(i) 

* 

ARTICLE 64. 

* 
ARTICLE 66. If conflicting cl&r&~ are presented for the 

same land and the Court is unable tta,determine which is valid, 
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the claim presented by a person in peaceful possession in good 
faith. on December 13, 1919, the date when the laws providing 
for the partition of T H  T C F ? O S  Comwiiwos were suspended, shall 
prevail. 

ARTICLE 67. (a) In the determination of the validity of 
instruments of title presented as evidence of ownership, the fol- 
lowing shall be considered invalid : 

( I )  Those which courts of competent jurisdiction have 
previously held, in any final decision, to be invalid. 

(2) Those which the Land Court, after investigation, de- 
cides to have been iorged or fraudulent, or to be invalid on 
account of some substmtial defect or  irregularity, apparent, or 
not apparent, on their face. 

Those representing land against which prescription hay 
run in favor of another owner. 

There shall also Le a presumption juris tanturn against 
the validity of :  

Notarial deeds or other notarial documents, the origi- 
nals of which are found to  have been separated from the proto- 

Instruments of title not containing note of inscription 
in the Lib1.o tie Iirsc?*ipcit;,/ l ' e ~  ) i fo t  id of the province in which 
the property is situated, in the cases of instruments referrinq 
to  land which is unqu6stionably rural, and those not registered 
in the Registro d e  Actus Civiles. 

The Court, in determining boundaries, shall 
take in to consideration, among other things, tbe boundary lines 
as  described in judicial decisions, or  in plans and documents of 
survey, made either by public or  private surveyors, the monu- 
ments or markings made by such surveyors, the indications of 
old documents the testimony of old residents, and the existence 
of fences, walls, hedges, ditches and trochas. 

* 

(3) 

(b  j 

(1) 

cols of notaries, or persons acting as  such. r )  
( 2 )  

ARTICLE 68. 

PRESCRIPTION. 

ARTICLE 69. (a) For the purpose of the regiatration of 
land under this Act, the terms of prescripton shall be as at 
present provided by law ; PROVIDED, That possession, suffi- 
cient to  constltute the basis €or prescription, for a term of ten 
gears shall be sufficient in all cases where i t  shall include the 
six months immediately succeeding the promulgation of this Act ; 
and, PROVIDED, FURTHER, that  a continuous uninterrupted, 
peaceful, public, and unequivocal possession by a co-owner in a 
cornuriem district for a term of ten years, shall be sufficient to 

* 



enii.t;le him i o  the regiytratioll ~ i ’  imc i  thiis 1; es;;cti, where i t  
shali include the six ruvnths imili:cliately siicceeding t h e  prorr~ul- 
gat;on of this Act. 

9 

Any Co-cwllel- in >L”,.o JJislrict may, during 
LL. .>: .< ,- .;:,.- ~ -.-caex{ing the proinul- 

gation of this A4ct, file in the Eiiiici Court  a sworn opposition to  
L I , ~  riinniilg 01 pi*escriptioI? ii.1 f:ii-oi+ of any o t 5 e r  co-owner ; and if 
tk.5 Z,:ii;d C:,Li,i.t Subse<!tie.iiti:,- L:l.d.~, t:p>n he;iri:~g, tha.t the  stata- 

eiii is irm, a n d  tilai the f x t s  alleged 
?! ix\:~::: fcr 10,n action which ~ o u l d  

int.errupt the  running of prescription in favor of t he  co-owner 
ngai::st n-horn such o;ipi..sitio!i may be directed, w c h  running of 
pxsci-ii;tioi; shall ceaw to  oprr::le iron1 the date upon whic)i 
such oppositioii shall 5ave been received in the Land Court. 

Every such opposition shall be tiecompanied by a fee  of teii 
dollars. 

ARTiCLE 70. All co:;iiicting interests shall be adjudi- 
czted b:; ,the Court and a deuee  awarded in favor of the per- 
sons entitled ‘io tl?e lands or  the  various parts thereof. Every 
decree of yegi>l;-atioil dxdl bin:‘; the land, and iluiet title thereto, 
stit); ,pL ;‘t oil,?. --. , t o  the es:egi-ic:;a s in tcd  i n  ArtiLaie t’?3 and this Arti.de. 
It shall be concliisive upon aixi against all pel-sons, iiicluding the 
Dominican Rqmbiic and al; pditical subdivisioiis thereof, wheth- 
er z w i t i o i i e ~  , b ~ -   lan nit? ~ I I  tile petition, notice or citation, or 
ii:cluded in the general cie pt.icn “To all whoin i t  may concern”. 
StiCh decree shall not be opened by reason of the  absence, infancy, 
oi. o(’;’e. .: I’ d;s--’ 1 L  ‘,s:.iii.y ‘ 1 ’ ’  of ;:ny ~j>i’F:Oil  lxffected thereby, nor by any 
proeeediiig in any eouif for reversing judgineiits or decree. ; 
mbject, hC\r,re\-er, t o  the right OS any person deprived of land, 
oi’ o!‘ ally esi.ate er i;item.c.d ttiereizi, b y  decree o?‘ registration, ob 
tziilcd !I:: fra-i:d, t o  file in ihe C ( j l , i d  a petition for  review within 
one year a f te r  entry of the decree, provided no innocent pur- 
chaser fo r  value has acquired a : ~  interest. If there be any such 
purel?a,ser, the decree of registration shall not be opened, but 
shall remain in full force and effect forerer. Any person ag- 
gyieved hy- such ciecree, ii1 a n y  case, inaiiy pursue this reniedy by 
sct ion <or damages against the claimant, or  any other person, 
for  fraud ir, procuring the  decree. 

Every decree of registration entered in ac- 
eordmce with the provisions of the preceding article, shall, if 
110 mention io xade therein of pwmanent im;mvements, be con- 
clusi-)7e u p m  and against all persons, t ha t  t he  person in whose 
Savor such decree of registrntio:i is entered has ciflc to such 
permanent improvements, existing on the land described in such 

i! (?: fcu;. moiliIls i 

il. 

~. 

* 

ARTICLE 71. 

* 



decree, as well as to the land itself, without the necessity of so 
stating in the decree, to the same extent that  such decree of 
registration is made conclusive as to the titIe to the land itself. 
If the Court find after hearing that some person, other thirn the 
person fcuiid l o  h a l e  title to the land, has title to the permanent 
improvements existing thereon, the Court shall specifically ex- 
clude such improvements, when entering the decree of registra- 
tion covering the land, describing such improvements with suf- 
ficient accuracy to permit of their ready identification. The tit!e 
to  permanent improvements placed upon such land subsequent 
to tke entering of such decree of registration, in absence of a 
registered instrument showing contrary intent, shall be conclu- 
sively vested in the registered owner of the land. 

If the proceedings upon the application end in a decree of 
registration of title, the land iiicluded therein shall, as soon as 
said decree is transcribed, as hereinafter provided in Article 73, 
become registered land, and thereafter all deeds or other in- 
struments relating to such land shall be registered in the regis- 
tration book and filed and indexed with the records and instru- 
ments relating to registered lands. 

date, hour and minute, of its entry, and shall be signed by t h e  
Clerk. It shall set forth the full names of all persons whoge 
estates make up the whole title in the land, whether as tenants 
in common o r  otherwise. It shall state whether the owner is 
married or unmarried, and if married, the name of the husband 
or wife. If the owner is under disability, i t  shall state the nature 
of the disability, and, if a minor, shall state his age. It  shall 
contain a description of the land, as finally determined by the 
Court, with cadastral numbers, and shall set forth the estate 
of the owner, including any water rights pertaining to the land, 
and also, in such manner as to show their relative priority, all 
particular estates, mortgages, easements, liens, attachments and 
other incumbrances, including rights of husband and wife, if any, 
to which the land or owner’s estate is subject, and shall set 
forth the ownership of any permanent improvements, which are 
not the property of the owner of the land, and may contain any 
other matter, proper to be determined in pursuance of this Act. 
The decree shall be stated in a convenient form for transcription 
upon the certificates of titles when issued. 

ARTICLE 72. Eveiy decree of registration shall bear, the 4 

CERTIFICATES OF TITLE. 
For each cadastral lot in the decree of reg- 

istration, the Clerk shall send a separate certified copy, under 
the seal of the Court, of the portion of tHe decree, covering such 

ARTICLE 73. 
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lot, to the register of deeds for the province in which the land 
lies, -which the register of deeds shali transcribe in a book i o  be 
called “The Registration Book”, hereinafter described, in which 
a leaf or leaves, in consecutive order, shall be devoted exclusively 
to each title. The transcrigtion made by the register of deeds 
in this book, in each case, shall constitate the 
of title, and shall be signed b>- him ar.d seal? 
his office. Certificates of title shall he numbered comecutirely, 
beginning with number one in each provine?. ‘The register of 
deeds sha.11, jn each case, make an exact dup!iai-e of ilyte ctyizinal 
certificate, including the seal, hilt putting on  il the 5:.ords 
‘!Owner’s duplicate certificate”, and deliver the same to the 
OWIEY, t o  his attorney duiy iiu’;!ioi.ized. Sota t ion  of the 
person to  whom an:.’ duplicate certificzte is issiiec! .h:l! lx made 
b)’ the register of deeds in the ReL:;i::1.t-atioti i3.c;~:~ a:it! cyn e . ? h  
certificate. i n  C R S ~  more thali one o s m w  an est& in t? , !~ 
land, separate duplicate certificate!: niay be le2 t:, CaLh such 
owner. In case of a i ~ k  r’s d:.~p’ii:’’ate eel*- 
tificate and the orit,innl a1 sh:;!! pi.ev2il. 
The certified col,iv o-I t - . ?  io:? shall 1;c %XI arid 
numbered b y  the r e , ~ : ~ ~ b ~ ; ~  cf deeds with refe!re:ice noted on it 
to the locatior, :.‘: tj:e g,~,:,i certificate of title ; ?ROI‘7iDI?D, 
HOWEVER, t h t  citlen a parcel o t  !and &~e;ed  by the sail:? title 
lies in more t h m  o w  province, the Court  shdl  caise the  part 
lying in each province to be described separately by metes 
and bounds in the decree and shall cause t o  be issued a separate 
certified copy for  each such part ; r3ROT’iDi;~7, FUX’THZR,  that 
whenever two or more contiguous cadastral lots are shown in 
the decree of registration to belong to the same owr ,x  or O I V I ’ I ~ ~ ~ * F ~  

the Court may cause a single certified copy to  be issued covering 
such lots. 

The Registration Book provided for  in the 
preceding article shall be prepared by binding such n u m b x  
of forms of certificates of titles as shall be deterniimd by the 
Clerk with approval of the Land Court in such manner that  :io 
sheet call. be removed without leaving sign of its removal. On 
the fly leaf of each such book the Clerk of the Court, o r  a Deputy 
designated by him with t h e  :ippr’u~~:il of t h e  J,ai.c? Court .  shdl 
enter a cei-tific,.t,e, statinx t h e  1)unibor of  f d i w  cont,aiiic-d in the 
hook and that all such folios arc! i n  good condition. I t  shall 
be the duty of each register of deeds, iininediafdy upon receipt 
of each such book, to sign an iiidorserne;rt prepa 
ture on the sa,mr fly leaf certiiiyi~ig !I.~at the tooic received is found 
by Iiini to c o r k p o n d  with t h e  C~IeCli’s iniio:.sen;elit, uniess some 
~ i ~ r e ~ : ~ I 1 c ~ ~ ’  he fouiicL Each registration hook shall be num- 

. .  

ARTICLE 74. 
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bered in chronological order of receipt, and, so f a r  as practicable, 
those bearing prior numbers shall be exhausted before use af 
those bearing later numbers is commenced. When all entries to 
be made in any registration book have been accomplished, the 
register of deeds shall enter a signed certificate on the page 
next after the last entry, stating the number of entries that  
appear in the registraton book, the pages used for such entries, 
and the date of the certificate. He shall then draw heavy line3 
in ink connecting the diagonal corners of the remaining unused 
pages, if any, in such a way as  to prevent their subsequent use. 
Registration books shall remain permanently in the office of the 
register of deeds, and shall not be reniored therefrim at any time 
except upon order of the Land Court. 

ARTICLE 75. The certificate entered in pursuance of the 
decree of registration in regard to any parcel of land shall bo 
entitled in the registration book “Original certificate of title, 
entered pursuant to  decree of the Land Court, dated at” (stating 
time and place of entry of decree and the number of case). This 
certificate shall take effect upon the date of the transcription 
of the certified copy of the decree. 

.Subsequent certificates relating t o  the same land shall be 
in like form, but shall be entitled “Transfer from Number” (the 
number of the next previous certificate relating to the same land), 
and also the words “Originally registered” (date, volume, and 
page of registration). 

ARTICLE 76. A registered owner holding one duplicate 
certificate for several distinct parcels of land may surrender it, 
and, on order of the Court, the  register of deeds shall cancel the 
original and duplicate certificate, and in lieu thereof shall issue 
a new original and duplicate certificate for each such parcel. 
A registered owner holding separate certificates for separate 
district parcels may surrender them, and with like approval, 
take out a single certificate for the whole land, or separate cer- 
tificates for different portions thereof. Any owner desiring to 
subdivide a tract of registered land into lots shall file a plan 
of such land, when applying for a new certificate or certificates, 
and the Court, before ordering the issue thereof, shall cause the 
plan to be verified, and require that all boundaries, streets, roads 
and ways shall be distinctly and accurately delineated thereon. 

After entry of the original certificate of ti- 
tle of any lot, the designation of the lot by its cadastral number, 
or block and lot numbers, as  the case may be, together with 
the name of the commune or communes, and the province in 
which the lot is-situated, shall be a suffkient description of said 

4 

@ 

ARTICLE 77. 
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lot for all purposes. The cadastral letter of a subdivision of a 
lot add+ to the cadastral number thereof, shall, together with 
the name of the commune or communes, and province, be R 
sufficient description of such subdivision. 

The Certificate in the registration book, any 
copy thereof duly certified under the seal of the register of 
deeds, and also the owner’s duplicate certificate, shall 
be received as evidence in all Courts of the Dominican Republic, 
and shall be conclusive as to all matters contained therein, 
exept 9s t o  incumbrances described in Article 80. 

In Ihe event of an application for a hearing 
at the time of the review of any decision or order of the Court, 
such hearing shall be restrivted t o  the lot or lots designated in 
such applicatioii. The Superior Land Court may confirm the trial 
court’s decision as to  all remaining lots included in the action, 
and final decree covering such remaining lots ma); be entered 
and certificates of title issued therefor. 

Whenever a new trial is ordered, the Superior Land Court 
shall specify the lot 0; inL,  b.,- da.; t i*al  numbers with reference 
to which the new tr*zt. ,., o Jered, and the case shall remain 
closed, as to all othe:. 13, ,, iL’ m y ,  included in the action. 

Every person receiving a certificate of title 
in pursuance of a decree of registration, and every subsequent 
purchaser tor  \ d u e  in good fai th  of registrered land to whom a 
certificate of title is issued, shall hold the same free of all rightcl 
and incumbrances, except those noted on said certificate, and any 
of the following rights and incuniLyances wlrich inay be 
subsisting at the time of the issuance of such certificate, namely: 

Lieiis, claims, or  rights :tik,iiig 0 ;  e:Aiii;g m d e r  tlie 
laws of the Dominican Republic in favor of the Dominican Re- 
public, and liens for property taxes either national or municipal. 

Any publib or prii ate way or road established by 
law where the certificate of title does not state the boundaries 
of such way or  road have been determined. But if there are  
easements or other rights appurtenant to  a parcel of registered 
land, such easements or rights shall remain so appurtenant and 
shall be held to pass with the land until cut off o r  extinguished 
FJJ~  the registration of the wrr ien t  eht:\tC ivithoi;t lnenticri of 
the easement or other rights, or in any other manner. 

All rights and easemerits acquired i11 :ICCUI daiice 
with the Law of Consei*vriLion a r i d  111 - f  rik):!i i r ) ~ ~  of Water in Arid 
Regions, and the 1cIuiing Law, ~t ( h l y  registcre0 ih~reunder , 
PROYZDED. That. when the land to which f ’ r v  water richis are 

L 

ARTICLE 78. 

ARTICLE ‘79. 

’ 
ARTICLE 80. 

F i i s t :  

Secoiicl: 

Third : 
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appurtenant is registered, the water rights. shall appear in the 
certificate of title. a 

Such portion of the term of a lease SM does not 
exceed one year, if the  lessee is in possession under the lease. 

No title or interest in derogation of that  of 
the owner of land registered under the provisions of this Act 
shall be acquired by prescription or adverse possession; nor shall 
the provisions of Articles 1674 to  1685, inclusive, of the Civil 
Code, providing for the rescission of sales in which the vendor is 
injured by more than seven-twelfths of the true value of the land 
sold, apply to sales of registered land. 

Fourth: 

ARTICLE 81. 

TERRENOS COMUNEROS. 

ARTICLE 82. In  addition to the general provisions of this 
G?lapter, the following special provisions embodied in Articles 
83 to 88, inclusive, shall govern in all cases involving terrenos 
comuneros. 

ARTICLE 83. All answers claiming title in the same land 
shall be referred to the examiner or examiners of title, who, 
in addition to  searching the records and investigating all the 
facts stated in the answer or  otherwise brought to  his attention, 
shall receive written oppositions which any claimant shall present 
to the title of another, and shall, when so directed by the Court. 
call a hearing or hearings on such oppositions a t  which all partics 
shall be given an opportunity to present evidence and arguments. 
If the Court so orders, stenographic record shall be made of 
all oral evidence presented a t  such hearings. 

ARTICLE 84. In the absence of clear proof to the contrary, 
instruments of title presented .'to cover land (Terrenos Comune- 
ros) not possessed by the claimants or their predecessors in 
interest on December 13, 1919, shall be presumed to be invalid, 
and in the absence of like proof, persons presenting in good faith 
instruments of title purporting to  cover such land possessed by 
them or their predecessors in interest on December 13, 1919, shall 
have a presumption in their favor as to the validity of such 
titles, to the extent necessary to cover the land possessed. Good 
faith shall be presumed in the absence of clear proof to the 
contrary. 

In making his report the examiner of titles 
shall give his opinion as to  the validity of each title presented 
and as to the proportion of the land to which each claimant 
with valid title is entitled, and shall file v i t h  his report the 
onmsitions and evidence submitted. 

.r 

ARTICLE 85. 

0 
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ARTICLE 86. In the hearing held by the Court i t  shall 
not be hound hv  the reg0i-t of the examiner of title, but may ac- 
cept such repo:.F in wlio’e or in  part, or oi-der it recommitted 
for further findings. 

Thc decision of the Court shall determine the validity of 
each title and t6e proportion in which each claimant is entitled 
to  participate in the partition of the land. 

ARTICLE 57. As soon as possible after the decision shall 
hccomc final, the Court shell proceed with the partition of the 
laud, alid in S L ~ . L ~  partition skin!! obscrve the following rules : 

If there were no persons in possession of any of the 
l m d  on December 13, 1919, the Co!nr’L, in ordering the division 
thereof, shall take into account the topsgraphy of the Cornwnero 
District, the good arable land, land good f o r  other purposes, waste 
land o r  lands unsuitable for agricultura! or other purposes, peren- 
nial streams, and all other matters t ha t  should be considered as 
affecting the value of the various parts. 

When a co-owner, in possession at the time of the  
institution of registration proceedings, is found to  have been in 
possession of r?. portion of the Comuncro District on December 13, 
1919, not gyeater than tha,t to which he is lawfully entitled, he 
shall be zssigned such portion ; and the remainder of such Cornu- 
I ? C ~ O  DiFtrict not possessed by any co-mvner shall be divided 
among tne other co-owners, except as provided in paragraph 4, in 
accordance with paragraph 1. If such possessor is found not to 
be in possession of the full proportionate part  of the Cornunero 
District to  which he has been found evtitle, Rn additional quantity 
of land to make up the deficiency shall be assigned to  him, which 
shall, if possible, be adjacent to the land so possessed. ’ 

\?Then a co-owner, in possession at the time of the  
institution of registration proceedings, is found to  have been in 
pmsession on December 13, 1919, of a greater portion of the Co- 
munci’o District than that to which he is lawfully entitled, he 
shall be given the option to purchase such excess portion, at a 
price to be fixer1 by the Court, which shall not include the value of 
the iniproicineiits niade b y  him or his predecessors in interest, 
nor any enhancement in the value of the land arising from such 
improvcrnents. i f  he shall so elect within thirty days af ter  
rvtificrt:on 13-i t h e  Court  of tlic pi-ice fixed, the  Court shall, bv 

a oi*$e--, c?c;i:;sate the propwtion of such payment belonging to  

the issuance of his certificate of title, the amount due, a t  the legal 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

t c o - ~ ~ ? : ~ z ’ ;  and in case payment in full is not made prior t o  

r n t n  nC -?--I1 L ,  --+-.A A -  m- :-,.~mh*~nnn n- p - A : S  
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lcate of title; and in case full payment is not made within one 
year next succeeding the issuance of such certlficate of title, said 
incumbrances may be foreclosed in the Land Court at any time 
thereafter. If such co-owner fails to so elect within such period 
of 30 days, the Court shall order his ejection from the excess 
portion of the land possessed by him. 

When a person, other than a co-owner, in possession 
at the time of the iiistitution s f  registration proceedings, is found 
to have been in possession in  good faith of any portion of the 
land of a Commero  District i'or less than the time necessary for 
the ripening of prescription, but for more than one ?ear a t  the 
time of the promulgation of this Act, he shall be given the option 
of the purchase of the land so possessed by him, a t  a price t o  
be fixed by the Court which shall not include the value of the 
improvements made by him or his predecessors in interest. If 
he shall so elect within 30 days after notification by the Court 
of the price fixed, the Coiirt shall, by order, designate the propor- 
tion of such payment belonging to  each co-owner; and in case 
payment in full is not made prior to the issuance of his certificate 
of title, tbe  amount due, at the legal rate of interest, shall be 
noted as an  incumbrance on his certificate of title ; and in case full 
payment is not made wil hin the  period of one year next succeed- 
ing the issuance of such certificate of title, said incumbrance 
may be fo-reclosed in the Land Court a t  any time thereafter. If 
such person fails to so elect within such period of 30 days, the 
Court shall order his ejection from the land thus unlawfully 
possessed by him. 

When, for any reason, any property included irr a Co- 
munero District is not susceptible of equitabie divjsion, and the 
c w w n e r s  fail to  agree as to *,'ne disposition of the property, the 
Court shall take the testimonv of persons best informed regard- 
ing property and real-estate values in the vicinity, and shall 
appraise in the light of such testimony, without being bound by 
it, (1) the value of the improvements'; (2) the value of the 
land without the improvements; and shall thereupon order the 
sale of the,land, including the improvements thereon, at public 
auction. 

The costs of the sale shall f i s t  be 4ed::vted from the gross 
receipts. From the balafice shall be pa'd to  the owner of the 
improvements an amount which bears the same ratio to  the total 
a l e  price as the appraised value of the improvements bears to 
the total appraised value of both land and improvements. The 
remainder shall be distributed among the various co-owners in 
proportion to  their interests in the land. 

(4) 

e 

(5 )  

4) 
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ARTICLE 88. In effecting such partition, the Court shall 
request the Secretary of Foment0 to designate a surveyor, who 
shall set apart to each of the parties in interest such part and 
proportion of the lands as the Court shall order. Except inso- 
f a r  as the particular area to which any person referred to in the 
preceding article is determined by possessioii, the surveyor, after 
reviewing and examining the c o m w c ?  o district, shall divide the 
same into parts corresponding to  the proportions to which each 
co-owner is entitled as determined by the Court. The parties 
shall he heard as to their preference in the portions of the comu- 
ncro district to be set apart  to them, which preference may be 
taken into consideration in the absence of objection, or in spite of 
such objection for reasons to  be g i x n  in the report of the survey- 
or. The surveyor, throughout the proceedings, shall endeavor 
t o  set apart  the corwmero district t o  the several parties in such 
lots or parcels as shall be most advantageous ar_d equitable to all 
concerned. The surveyor shall thereupon submit to the court a 
plan showing the lots set apart  t o  each party in interest accom- 
panied by a full and accurate report of all his proceedings. 

Upon submission of such plan and report, the Court, upon 
hearing, of which hearing all parties shall be given notice, shall 
consider the plan submitted, and, if i t  finds such plan to  be fair  
and just, the Court shall accept the same and issue judgment 
in accordance therewith. If the Court finds sudh plan unjust, 
unfair, or defective in any particular, it may accept the plan in 
part, and issue judgment in accordance with such part accepted, 
or i t  may require a new plan to  be submitted in accordance with 
any directions it may deem necessary. 

On confirming the partition, the Court shall enter a decree 
or registration complying with the requirements of Article 72, 
stating by adequate description the particular land apportioned 
to each party in interest, and assigning cadastral letters in cases 
where land covered by a cadastral number is subdivided. 

In cases of land for which no other owner- 
ship is established, decrees shall be entered in favor of the 
Dominican Republic, declaring it to be the owner of such land, 
and certificates of title thereto shall be issued in the name of 
the Dominican Republic as such owner ; PROVIDED, That, 
whenever, in cases of land so awarded to the Dominican Republic, 
one or more persons are found to have been in possession of any 
portion or portions of the land so awarded for a longer period 
than one year immedately preceding the date of the promulga- 
tion of this Act, i t  shall be the duty of the Court to ascertain and 
fix the boundaries of the portion or portions so possessed, and 
to give notice to  the Custodian of Public Lands of the fact that  

ARTICLE 89. 
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such person or persons (naming him or them) are in possession 
of such portion or portions (giving description or descriptions), 
included within the area of the Land covered by such certificate 
of title issued in the name of the Dominican Republic. 

CHAPTER rrr. 
ARTICLE 90. For the purposes of making the surveys 

required by this Act, the Secr?tary of Fomento is hereby author- 
ized to employ, on requisition of the President of the Land Court, 
duly qualified surveyors, without limitation as to nationality ; 
PROVIDED, That, in the employment of such surveyors compe- 
tent Dominican surveyors shall be given preference. All sur- 
veyors so employed shall be governed by rules established by the 
Secretary of Fomento, which rides, when promulgated with the 
approval of the Executive Power, shall have the force and effect 
of law. After the promulgation of this Act. only such surveyors 
as shall be employed by the Secretary of Fomento, shall have 
authority to make surveys for submission to  the Land Court. 

The Secretary of Fomento shall report to the 
-Court the total cost of each survey, including the costs of survey 
in partition proceedings, upon its completion. The cost of survey 
and monumenting shall be borne by the owner or owners of each. 
lot or parcel of the land registered in the proportion fixed by the 
Court, and executions may issi1.e therefor, unless the Court shall 
authorize payment to be made in instalments as provided in 
Article 92. In cases where the land of various owners is included 
in one survey, or where partition proceedings are had, the share 
pertaining to each parcel of land shall be specified by the Court 
in its final decision or by subsequent order. 

ARTICLE 92. If the owner or owners ef the land, or any 
of them, satisfy the Court that  they are unable to pay their pro- 
portionate part of such survey, the Court shall so state in its find 
decision or by subsequent order, in which case the amount ap- 
portioned against each lot or parcel of land shall constitute a 
lien upon the land, second only t o  liens for taxes, and enforceable 
in the same manner, and shall be collected by the Bureau of Prop- 
erty Taxes in three annual jnstalments. The first instalment 
shall become due and payable a t  the same time with the land 
taxes next due, and shall be collected and accounted fdr in the 
same manner as such land .taxes. 

Each succeeding instalment shall become due and payable 
-tt the same time as the land taxes for the corresponding year, 
and shall be collected and accounted for in the same manner; 

ARTICLE 91. 
e 
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PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That the owner of any parcel of land 
may, at any time before i t  becomes due, pay any instalment 
of the costs apportioned against such parcel. 

* 
CHAPTER IV. 

DEALING WITH LAND AFTER ORIGINAL 
REGISTRATION. 

After original registration, no deed, mort- 
gage, lease or other instrument, voiuntary or  involuntary, except 
a will and a lease for one year or less with the lessek actually in 
possession, purporting to eonvey or  affect registered land, shall 
take effect as a conveyance, or bind the land, but ,shall operate 
only 8s a contract between the parties and as evidence or authority 
to the clerk or register of deeds t o  make registration. The act 
of registration shall be the operative act to  convey or affect the 
land, and in all cases under this Act, the registration shall be 
made in the affice of the register n E  deeds for  the province or 
provinces in which the land lies; and no deed, mortgage, lease 
or other instrument, except a will, purporting to  convey or affect 
registered land, executed by a person succeeding to the same un- 
der a will, or by intestate succession, shall take effect as a convey- 
ance of or  bind such land until the land has been registered in 
the name of such person, and the instrument executed by him also 
registered in the name of grantee or transferee. 

Every conveyance, mortgage, lease, lien, &t- 
tachment, order, decree, instrument, or entry affecting regis- 
tered land, shall be effective from the time of its registration 
in the office of the register of deeds for the  province where such 
property lies. 

. ARTICLE 95. Every deed or other instrument presented 
for registration shall contain or have indorsed thereon the full 
name, place of residence, and post-office address of the grantee 
or other person acquiring an  interest under such instrument ; and 
every such instrument shall also state whether the grantee is 
married or unmarried, and if married, give the full name of the 
husband or wife. If the grantee is not a natural person, the 
instrument shall describe the legal entity and state the govern- 
ment underwhich organized. Any change in the residence or 
post-office address of such person shall be indorsed by the regis- 
ter of deeds on the original instrument and upon the original 
certificate of title, on receiving a sworn statement of such 
change. All notices required b;. or given in pursuance of the 
provisions of this Act by the Clerk or by any register of dedg, 

ARTICLE 93. 

i. 

ARTICLE 94. 
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after original registration, sha2 be sent by mail to the person to  
be notified at  his post-office address as stated in the certificate of 
title, or in any registered instrument. All notices, citations 
or order process directed by order of the Court, after original 
registration, may be served on any person in interest in the man- 
ner above stated, and shall be binding, whether such person re- 
sides within or  without the Dominican Republi;, and the certifi- 
cate of the Clerk shall be conclusi\ e os" such service which shall be 
considered effected fifteen days after the date of mailing: 
PROVIDED,  HOWEVER, That the Court shall in any case order 
different or further notice, citation or other process when the 
interests of justice require such action, 

ARTICLE 96. No new certificate of title shall be entered 
nor shall any memorandum be made upon any certificate of title 
by the Clerk, or by any register of deeds, in pursuance of any 
deed or other voluntary instrument, unless the owner's duplicate 
certificate is presented for such indorsement, except in cases 
expressly provided fo r  in this Act, or upon the order of the Court, 
for cause shown; and whenever such order is made, a memo- 
randum thereof shall be entered upon the new certificate of title 
and upon the owner's duplicate. 

The production of the owner's duplicate certificate, when- 
ever any voluntary instrument is presented for registration, 
shall be conclusive authority from the registered owner to the 
Clerk or register of deeds to enter a new certificate or to make 
a memorandum of registration in accordance with such instru- 
ment, and a new certificate or memorandum shall be binding 
upon the registered owner and upon all persons claiming under 
him, in favor of every purchaser for value and in good faith; 
PROVIDED,  H O W E V E R ,  That in all cases of registration pro- 
oured by fraud, the owner may pursue all his legal and equitable 
remedies against the parties to such fraud, without prejudice, 
however, to the rights of any innocent holder for value of a 
certificate of title. In case of loss or  theft of an owner's dupli- 
cate certificate, notice shall be sent by the owner, or by some 
one in his behalf, to the register of deeds of the province in 
which the land lies, as soon as the loss or theft is discovered. 

( 

ARTICLE 97. Each reyister of deeds shall keep an entry 
book in which he shall enter in the order of their reception all 
deeds and other instruments found to be complete and in proper 
form and fit for registration, and all writs or other process filed 
with him relating to registered land. He shall note in such book 
the year, month, day, hour and minute, of reception of all ins- 

' 
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truments. They shall be regarded as registered from the time 
so noted, and the new certificate of title, in case ef a transfer, 
or the memorandum on the certificate of title, in other cases, 
shall bear the date of entry in the entry book. Every deed or  
other instrument, whether voluntary or involuntary, so filed with 
the register of deeds, shall be numbered and indexed, and in- 
dorsed with a reference orC the proper certificate of title. Any 
instrument found not to be complete and in proper form, or nd, 
‘fit for registration, shall be rejected by the register of deeds 
and returned to the person who presented it. 

Whenever the register of deeds is in doubt 
upon any‘question of law, or whenever any party in interest 
does not agree as to the proper action to be taken or memo- 
randum to be made in pursuance of any deed, mortgage or other 
instrument presented for registration, the question shall be re- 
ferred to the Land Court for decision, either on the certificate 
of the register of deeds stating the question upon which he is 
-in doubt, or upon the petition in writing of any party in interest, 
and the Court, after notice to a!] parties and a hearing, which 
may be liniit.ed in its discretion to the presentation of written 
evidence and written arguments, shall resolve the question and 
shall, when necessaiy, enter an order prescribing the form cf 
fiemoi-mdum for thc register of deeds to make registration in 
accordance therewith. 

P 

ARTICLE 98. 

* 

CONVEYANCE OF FEE. 

ARTICLE 99. An owner desiring to convey in fee his reg- 
istered land, or any portim thereof, shall execute a deed of 
ccnveyance, which the grantor or grantee shall present to  the 
register of deeds in the province where the land lies, The 
grantor’s dqdicate certificate shall be prewfited at the same time. 
The register of deeds shall thereupon make out in the registration 
book in the form prescribed by.the Suymior Land Court a new 
cei-tificate of title to the grantee, and shall prepare and delive5 to  
him an owner’s duplicate certificate. The register of deeds shzll 
note upon the original and duplicate certificates, the date of 
transfer, the volume and page of the registration book where 
the new certificate is registwed, and a reference by number to  
the last prior certificate. The grantor’s duplicate certificate 
an’d the original certificate shall be stamped “canceled” and pre- 
served by the register of deeds. The deed of conveyance shall 
be filed, indorsed with the numher and place of registration of 
the corresponding certificate of title. 

Wlen a titxd in  fee is for a part only of 

* 
ARTICLE 100. 



the land described in a certificate of title, the register of deeds 
shall also enter a new certificate and issue an owner’s duplicate‘ 
to the grantor for the remaining unconveyed portion. In every 
such case, the new certificates shall include all the land described 
in the original certificate; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That no 
new certificate to a.grantee of a part only of the land shall be 
invalid by reason of the failure of the register of deeds to enter 
a new certificate to  the grantor fox the remaining unconveyed 
portion; PROVIDED, FURTHER, That ’in case, the land describ- 
ed in the certificate of title is subdivided into lots, designated by 
numbers or letters, expressing the measurements and bounds, and 
a plan of said land has been filed with the Clerk of the Court and 
approved by the Court, and it appearing from the register 
that the subdivision has been recorded with the original 
certificate of title, and that a copy of the plan has been 
filed with the register of deeds, when the registered owner makes 
the deed of transfer in fee of one or more of such lots, the 
register of deeds may, intead of canceling such certificate and 
entering a new certificate in favor of the grantor for the part 
of the land not included in the deed Of transfer, enter on his 
original certificate and on the owner’s duplicate certificate a 
memorandum of such deed of transfer, with a reference to the 
lot or lots thereby conveyed, as designated on the plan, and 
that the certificate is canceled a s  to such lot or lots; and every 
certificate with such memorandum shall be as effectual for the 
purpose of showing the grantor’s title to the remainder of the 
land not conveyed as if the old certificate had been canceled I 
and a new certificate of such land had been entered. 

a 

e 

ARTICLE 101. If, at  the time of an)? transfer, there appear 
upon the registration book incumbrances or claims affecting the 
title, they shall be stated on the new certificate or certificates, 
unless then released or discharged. 

MORTGAGES AND PACTOS DE RETRACT0 
0 RETROVENTA. 

ARTICLE 102. Registration of a mortgage or  pncte de re- 
tracto o retroventa shall be made in the following manner: 
The owner’s duplicate certificate shall be presented to the regis- 
ter of deeds with the mortgage deed, and he shall enter upon the 
original certificate of title, and also upon the owner’s duplicate 
certificate; a memorandum of the purport of the mortgage deed 
or p a ~ o  de y e h e t o  o retroventa, the time of filing and the file 
number of the instrument, and shall sign the memorandum. The 
mortgage deed or pacto de  retract0 o retroventa shall be filed 

4 
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and indorsed with the number and place of registration of the 

The register of deeds shall also, at  the request of the mort- 
gagee or the owner of the pacto dc  ; c i t a ~ t o  o wimvei i tu ,  make 
out and deliver to him a duplicate of the certificate of title, like 
the owner’s duplicate. except that the words “Mortgagee’s du- 
plicate” shall be stamped upon it in large letters diagonally acrosS 
its face. A $memorandum of the issue of the mortgagee’s dupli- 
cate shall be made upon the original certificate of title. 

Whenever a mortgage or pacto de ?*etTacto 
o .r.etroventa upon which a motgagee’s du.plicate has been issued 
is assigned, extended, or otherwise dealt with, the mortgagee’s 
duplicate shall be presented to the register of deeds with tke in- 
strument assigning, extending or otherwise dealing with it, and 
a memorandum of the instrument shall be made upon the 
mortgagee’s duplicate certificate. When the inoitgage o r  pcccto 
de wtrac to  o retrovcnta is discharged or otherwise extinguished, 
the mortgagee’s duplicate certificate shall be surrendered and 
stamped “canceled”. The production of the motgagee’s dupli- 
cate certificate shall be coiiclcsive authority t o  register the * instrument therewith presented, subject, however, to all the 
provihions and exceptions contained in Article 96 of this Act, so 
fa r  as the same are applicable. 

A mortgage o r  pacto de retracto o retroventa on registered 
land may also be discharged by the mortgagee, or  owner of the 
pacto de  retracto o retroventa, in person, on the registration book, 
by signing an indorsement placed by the register of deeds upon 
the original certificate of title and upon thee owners duplicate 
certificate, in the form of a memorandum, stating that the 
mortgage or pacto de retracto o retroventa has been satisfied and 
is discharged, together with the date of such entry, signed by 
the mortgagee or owner of the pacto de .r*etrac!o o retroveitta and 
such discharge shall be attested by the reg,ster of deeds, the 
mortagee’s duplicate certificate being at the same time 
surrendered and stamped “canceled”. 

- ARTICLE 104; Mortgages on registered land may be fore- 
closed in the same manner 29 those on non-registered land. A 
certified copy of the final decree of the court having jurisdiction, 
confirming the sale under forz4osure proceedings, shall be illed 
with the register of deeds, rznd the purchaser thereupon shall 
be entitled to the entry of a new certifi0:tte and to  the issuance 
cf  ’a new owner’s duplicdte Certificate, all outstanding duplicate 
certificates being ddivere 1 LID and caweled. 

When the grantor of a pncto dc r r f  racto o 

I corresponding certificate of title. 

ARTICLE 103. 

c 

‘ 
ARTICLE 105. 
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vetmventa shall not exercise his right of repurchase within the 
period stated in the instrument, the grantee thereunder may 
apply to  the register of deeds €or a cancellation of grantor’s cey- 
tificate of title, and the issuance of a new certificate of title in the 
name of the grantec, and the grantee thereupon shall be entitled 
t o  the entry of a new certificate and to the issuance of a new 
owner’s duplicate certificate, all outstanding duplicate certificates 
being delivered up and canceled, 

e 

REGISTRATION OF IMPROVEMENTS. 

ARTICLE 106. The owner of buildings or other permanent 
improvements placed on registered land with the consent of the 
owner thereof may obtain registration in’ the following manner: 
The registered owner of the land shall file with the register of 
deeds an instrument in writing duly acknowledged, expressing 
his consent to the placing of such permanent improvements on 
the land registered in his name, and describing the permanent 
improvements placed, or  to be placed, on the land with sufficient 
accursncy to permit of their ready indentification. He shall 
also present his duplicate certificate to the register of deeds. 
The register of deeds shall enter upon the original certificate 
of title and upon the owner’s duplicate a memorandum’ of the 
purport o r  the instrument, the time of filing and the file number 
of the instrument, and shall sign the memorandum. The instru- 
ment shall be filed, indorsed with the number and place of 
registration of the corrasponding certificate of title. 

The register of deeds shall, also, at the request of the 
owner of the permanent improvements, make out and deliver to 
him a duplicate of the certificate of title, like the owner’s dupli- 
cate, except that  the words “Owner of improvements’ duplicate”, 
shall be stamped upon it in large letters diagonally across its face. 
A memorandum of the issue of such duplicate ahall be made upon 
the original certificate of title. 

l 

Y 

LEASES. 

ARTICLE 107. The provisions of Articles 102 and 103, 
relative to  mortgages, shall apply to leases of registered land,. so 
f a r  as same are applicable. 

ATTACHMENTS AND OTHER LIENS. 

or any writ issued by any competent authority for the purpose 
of creating, preserving, reducing, discharging OY dissolving any 

ARTICLE 108. Before an instrument of any description 6 
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lien, right or attachment, shall affect registered land, such instru- 
ment or writ, or a certified copy thereof, shall be filed and regis- 
tered in the office of the register of deeds for the province in 
which the land lies, and shall contain a reference to the number of 
the certificate of title of the land to be affected and the volume 
and page in the registration book where the certificate is register- 
ed;  and also, i f  the attachiiient, rig1.t O T  !ici- :$ :i L cl:timed cn a!] 
the land covered by any certificate of title, a description suffi- 
ciently accurate for identification of the land intended to De 

affected. 

In every case where an attachment or other 
lien or adverse claim of any description is registered, and the 
duplicate certificate is riot presented a t  the time of registra- 
tion to the register of deeds, he shall, within twenty-four hours 
thereafter, send notice by mail t o  the registered owner stating 
that  such paper has been registered, and requesting him to  
serld or produce the duplicate ccrtificate in order that  a memo- 
randum of ?%e attachmeat o r  other lien, or  adverse claim, shall 
be made thereon. If the owner neglects or refuses to comply 
within a reasonable time, the register of deeds shall report the 
fact to the Court, and the Court shall thereupon enter an order l o  
the owner to produce his certificate at a time to be named therein, 
and may enforce the order by suitable process. 

ARTICLE 110. The name and address of the plaintiff's 
lawyer shall in all cases be indorsed on the writ or process 
where an attachment is made, and he shall be deemed to be the 
attorney of the plaintiff until written notice that he has ceased 
to be such shall be filed for registration by the plaintiff. 

A lien of any description on registered land 
shall he enforced in the same manner as like liens upon unreg- 
istered land. Whenever registered land is sold on execution, 
or taken or sold for taxes, or to enforce a lien of like character, 
or for any cost and charges incident to such liens, the final in- 
strument under which such land is taken or sold shall be filed 
with the register of deeds for the province where the land lies, 
and a memorandum made upon the certificate of title and all 
outstanding duplicate certificates. 

b 

ARTICLE 109. 

I. 

ARTICLE 111. 

ARTICLE 112. Upon the expiration of the time, if any, 
allowed by law fo r  redemption after registered land has been 
sold on any execution, or taken or sold for the enforcement of 
any lien of any description, the person claiming under the 
execution or under any deed or other instrument made in the 
course of proceedings to levy such execution or enforce any 
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lien, may apply to  the register of deeds for the entry of a new 

certificate entered under this article shall contain a memoran- 
dum of the nature of the proceedings on which it is based; 
PROVIDED, FURTHER, That a t  any time prior to entry of a 
new certificate the registered owner may pursue all his lawful 
remedies to impeach or annul proceedings under executions or 
to  remove liens of any description. 

certificate to  him ; PROVIDiCL), HOWEVER, That every new a 

PENDING SUITS, JUDGMENTS, 

DECREES AND PARTITIONS. 

ARTICLE 113. No action to recover possession of regis- 
tered land, or  to quiet the title thereto, or to remove clouds upon 
the title thereof, or for partition or other proceeding of any 
kind in court affecting the title to registered land or the use and 
occupation thereof, or the buildings tl;ereon, and no judgment 
or decree, and no proceeding to vacate or  reverse any judgment 
or decree, shall have any effect upon registered land as against 
persons other than the parties thereto, unless a copy of the 
complaint certified by the Clerk of the Court in which the action 
is instituted, containing also a reference to  the number of the 
certificate of title to the land af€ected, shall be filed and a mem- 
orandum thereof entered on the back of the certificate of title 
and all outstanding duplicate certificates. 

* 

ARTICLE 114. At any time after final judgment or decree 
in favor of the defendant, or other disposition of the action such 
as to terminate finally all rights of the plaintiff in and to the 
land aiid buildings involved, in any case in which a memorandum 
has been registered as provided in the preceding article, a copy of 
the judgment, decree or order finally terminating the rights of 
the plaintiff, duly certified by the Clerk of the Court in w i k h  
the action or proceeding was pending, stating the manner of 
disposal thereof, shall be registered by memorandum thereof 
on the back of the certificate of title and Outstanding dupli- 
cates. 

When in any action to  recover the pos- 
session or title of registered land, judgment is entered for the  
plaintiff, such judgment, which. shall contain also a reference t o  
the number of the certificate of title of the land affected, shall 
be registered on presentation of a copy thereof, duly certified 
by the Clerk of the Court where the action is pending to the 
register of deeds for the province where the land lies, who shall 
enter a memorand1m upon the back of the certificate of t8-k- 

ARTICLE 115. 

1 
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and outstanding auplicate certificates. 11 the judgment does imt 
apply to all the land described in the  certificate of title, the judg- 
ment of the Court and tb3 memorandum entered by the register of 
deeds shall contain a description of the  land affected by the 
judgment. 

ARTICLE 116. When in any action to  recover the pos- 
session or title of registered land or an interest therein, execu- 
tion has been issued directing the officer to place the plaintiff 
in possession of the land affected by the judgment on which 
the execution was issued, the officer shall cause an attested copy 
of the execution, with a return of his doings thereon, to be 
filed and registered within three months after the skvice, and 
before the return of the execution to the Court from which it 
issued; ar,d the plaintiff, in case the judgment was that he was 
entitled to be the re:,rist:iwc! w m e r  bi' the ilelnaatled registered 
land, or of any portion thereJf, and €or which execution issued, 
shall thereupon be entitled tc, the entry of a new certificate of 
title and to a ca~icelli.Li~m i.f ihe oyiyinal and dupiicak certificate 
of the former registered c.wner. 

ARTICLE 117. YX;~-:-~ Court  passing a judgment or decree 
in favor of the plaintiff affecting registered land, shall, upon 
application of the plaintiff, d e r  any parties before it to execute 
for registration any deed or instrument necessary to give effect 
t o  its judgment or decree, and may require the registered owner 
to deliver his duplicate certificate to he canceled, or to have a 
memorandum entered upon it  by the register of deeds. In case 
the person required to  execute an7 deed or olher instrument 
necessary to  give effect to the judgment or decree is absent 
from the Dominican Republic, or is a minor or insane, or for 
any reason is nr:t arricnnhle to the ~ ~ r o c c s s  of the Court, or refuses 
to comply with the order of the Court, the Court passing the 
judgment or decree may appoint some suitable person a trustee 
to  execute such instrument, and the same, when executed, shall 
be registered and shall have full force end effect to bind the land 
to be affected thereby. . 

ARTICLE 118. AI1 proceeding9 for the partition ox - W S -  
tered lands shall be instituted in the Land Court. In all such 
proceedings the provisions of Articles 88 and 89 shail be fo?!lowed, 
so far as same are applicable. The provisions of Article 92 for 
the payment of the cost of survey by instalments shall not apply 
to partitions of registered land. 

A%TICLE 119. When a certified copy of a judgment or de- 
cree, making final partition of registered land, is presented for 
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registration, if a mortgage, pacto de retyacto o retroventa or lease 
affecting a specific portion or an undivided share of the premises 
had previously besn registered, the mortgagee, owner under 
pacto dc i~ctrclcfo o t .ct,wrc?rta, or iessee claiming under ihe 
mortgagor, seller by pacto d e  w t v a c t o  o retroz;e?zta or  lessor, shall 
came the mortgage; pucto  d e  j ncio o retvocexta,  or lease, and 
any dnplicate certificate of issued to the mortgngee or 
lessee to  be again presented for registration, and the register of 
deeds shall iiiiloi-,,e 011 each a memorandum of such partition with 
a dewription of the land set off in severalty on which such mort- 
yage, p n c t o  dc r e ! m c f c  o r . t v c ) d a  or l e a e  remains in force. 
Such mortgagee, owner under ljacto d c  ie tracto o ~ e t ~ ; o i . c , i t a  or  
lesqee, shall not be entitled to  receive his own duplicate certificate 
of tiile utitil  such mortgage, pncto  d e  vetrncto o ;*eti'oL'ej:ta 03 
lease hzs bee:: so presented for registration. 

ARTICLE 120. Whenever proceedings in bankruptcy or 
i?zsolv.tncy are instituted agzAist a debtcr who is the owner of 
registered lend, it shall be the dutv cf the officer serving notice 
of the institution of such proceechgs on the debtor to file 3 
copy thereof with the register ol" dceds f o r  the province wherein 
land of the debtor lies, and, whenever such proceedings are 
vol1,iniavily instituted by the debtor himself, i t  shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Court of Commerce pronouncing a provi- 
sion:t! sentence of bankruptcy or insolvency against such debtor 
to  file a certi6ied copy of such sentence, immediately u p m  the 
~.enrlI+ion thereof with said register of deeds, who shall enter 
P memorandum thereof on the certificate of title and outstanding 
tluplji etes. 

When, during the course: of such proceedings, the sale of such. 
registered land is determined upon, the sindicos shall execute a 
deed in favor of the  person or persoiis t o  whom such registered 
lr,nd, or  any portion thereof, has been sold or awarded, which 
deed shall bcsr the approval of the Juex Comkario, and be accom- 
pmied by ar, order of such Juex Cornisario directing the execution 
of such deed. The grantee or grantees named in such deed shall 
thereupon be entitled to new certificate o r  certificate of title; 
i ~ E Z O V / ~ . l ~ ' D ,  HOWEVER, That a new certificate of title entered 
i l l  yur.u:wce of such proceedings shall contain a reference to the 
order of tile J I L f k n  < ' o ~ i s a ) * i o ,  and ahall be conclusixde, as t q  Fie 
title, i o  the same extciit as such order is conclusive by the  hws 
applicable thereto, arid PROVZDE21, ALSO, That any person 
holding such certificate of tit!e, or transfer thereof, sl!a!l have 
the right to  petition the Land Court a t  any time to  cancel the 
memorandum relating .to such order, and the Court, after notice 
and hearinr. mal. m a d  the annlirntion. Such certificate of title 
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shall thereafter be conclusive in the same manner and to the same 
extent as other certificates of title. 

ARTICLE 121. Whenever proceedings of the character 
named in Article 120, of which notice has been registered, are 
vacated by decree or judgment, a certified copy of the decree or 
judgment shall be filed and regietered. 

b 

PUBLIC UTILITY. 

ARTICLE 122. Whenever any registered. land, or any 
right or interest therein, is taken by expropriation for reason of 
public utility, the.  Dominican Republic, or any political sub- 
division thereof, or  corporation, or other authority exercising 
such right, shall file for registration in the proper province a 
certified copy of the decree or order by virtue of which taken, 
which decree or order shall contain a description of the registered 
land so taken, giving the name of each owner thereof, referring 
by number and place of registration in the registration book io  
each certificate of title, and stnting the amount and interest in the 
land so taken, and fqr v!iat purposes. A memorandum of the 
right or interest take7 si 211 1~ made on each certificate of title 
by the register of dex! 1. ?>I(' v:here the fee simple is taken a new 
certificate shall be entered to  the owner for the land remaining 
to  him after such taking, and a new certificate shall be entered 
to  the Dominican Republic, or political subdivision thereof, or to 
any corporation or other authority exercising such authority for 
the land so taken. All fees on account of any memorandum 
of registration or entry of new certificates shall be paid by the 
authority taking the land. 

* 

ARTICLE 123. Whenever an uwner of registered land dies, 
the Court of First Imtance for the province in which such land 
is situated shall have full jurisdiction t o  determine, in accordance 
with existing law, the rights of all parties, in respect te such 
registered land, claiming under the deceased owner. Upon the 
determination of such rights, said Court of First Instance shall 
enter a final order, judgment or decree, referring to the land 
by certificate nenber  and specifying each person entitled to 
mcceed to any portion of sdch land; and if there be more than 
one person, the proportion in which each such pers,on is entitled 
to participate in a partition of the land. A certified copy of such 
final order, judgment or decree; shall be filed with the approprhte 
register of deeds, and shall be conclusive evidence in favor of 
all persons dealing with the land that the persons named there- 
in are the only persons entitled to succeed to or participate in 
the narti thn clf the land. whether as heirs or otherwise, and that 

4 
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there are no liens against the land, other than those specified in 

Upon receipt 01 any such order, judgment 
or decree, by a register of deeds, such officer shall, after entering 
a memorandum thereof on the original and duplicate certificates 
of title, transmit the same to the Land Court, which court may 
order the issuance of a certificate or certificates of title in accor- 
dance with the order, judgment, or decree of the Court of First 
Instknce, or, if there be more than one person entitled to succeed 
thereunder, the Land Court may, upon the petition of any such 
person, after notice and hearing, direct the partition among the 
various persons specified in the order, judgment or decree, of the 
Court of First Instance in the proportions fixed, following the 
procedure laid down in Article 118 hereof: PROVIDED, That, if 
all parties entitled to  participate in such partition shall submit a 
voluntary project of partition, the Court may direct the issuance 
of certificates of title in accordance with such voluntary project. 

the order, judgment or decree, or those previously registered. 4 

ARTICLE 124. 

ASSURANCE FUND. 
There is hereby created a permanent fund 

to be known as the Land Registration kssiirance Fund, of which 
the Treasurer shall be the custodian, and which shall derive its 
income and be administered as follows: 

Upon the original registration of land under this n b ~ ,  
the person in whose favor the certificate of title is registere+ 
shall pay to the register of deeds, for account of the Land Regis 
tration Assurance Fund, one-fifth of one per cent cf the value of 
the property covered by such certificate of title. The value 
herein referred to shall be the value as shown by the preceding 
assessment for taxation under the Propegty Tax Lam; PRO- 
VIDED, HOWEVER. That if for any reason there has been no 
such assessment, o r  if such assessment does not clearly specify 
the value of the particular property, in such cases the value €or 
the purpose of the Land Registratioh Assurance Fund shall be 
determined by the Land Court, and by said Court certified to  the 
register of deeds. 

The register of deeds shall pay all amounts received 
by him under the provisions of this Article to the Treasurer, 
and he shall deposit or remit such amounts a t  the time and In 
swh manner s s  the Treasurer may- by regulation prescribe. 

All nioneys received by the Treasurer for account Of 

the Land Registration Assurance Fund shall be deposited by 
him with a Designated Depositary for the Dominican Govern- 
ment; or, with the approval of the Executtve . -  Power, all or an? 

ARTICLE 125. 

(a) 

(b) 

4 (e) 
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part thereof may be invested in such securities as may be readily 
convertible; all accretions and gains accruing from interest on 
deposits or earnings on investmenis shaii pertain and be added 
to the principal of said fund. 

Whenever the total amount of the credit of the Land 
Reffistration Assurance Fund exceeds the SUM of one hundred 
.thousand dollars ($lOO,OOO), the Treasurer shall, a t  the end of 
each calendar year, transfer the amount in excess of one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000) from said fund to  the general funds 
of the Public Treasury. 

ARTICLE 126. The Land*R,egistration .Assurance bund shall 
be available for the payment of awards or judgments rendered 
by the Land Court in satisfaction of losses sustained through the 
operation of the Land Registration Act, and such fund, o r  any 
part thereof, except the excess over one hundred thousand 
Ciollars ($lOO,OOO), shall not be applied to any purpose. 

ARTICLE 127. Any person who, without negligence on his 
part, is deprived of any land or any estate or interest therein, 
either through the bringing of same under the provisions of this 

8 Act, 6r after the original registration of same, through fraud 
or in consequence of any negligence, omission, error, or misfea- 
sance, and who by the provisions of this Act is barred or  in any 
way precluded from bringing an action for the recovery of such 
land or interest therein, may bring an action in the Land Court, in 
the manner hereinafter provided, against the Treasurer, in his ca- 
pacity as custodian of the Land Registration Assurance Fund, fo r  
the recovery of compensation to  be paid out ?f said assurance 
fund ; PROVIDED, That, no right under this Article shall accrue 
to persons deprived of land or interest therein by virtue of, the 
provisions of Articles 66, 67, 69 or 84. 

ARTICLE 128. The assurance fund shall not be liable to 
pay for any loss or damage or deprivation occasioned by a breach 
of trust by any persop holding a power of attorney, or who oc- 
cupies any similar position of trust in respect to any, propedy 
registered under the provisions of this Act, or by the improper 
exercise of any mortgage foreclosure proceedings, nor shall any 
plaintiff recover from the assurance fund as compensation in an 
action udder this Act more than the fair’market value of the 
property at the time when he suffered the loss or deprivation 
thereof. 

* ARTICLE 129. Au. actions fQr compensations under this 
Act by reason of any less or deprivation of land, or any estate 
or interest therein, shall be begun within the period of six years 

(d) 
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from the time when the right to bring or take such action or 

If any such action be for recovery for loss 
due entirely to any iraud, misfeasance, negligence, omission or 
error of any public officer or employee in the performance of 
his duties, other than judicial, under the provisions of this 
Act, then the Treasurer shall be the sole defendant to such 
action ; PROVZDED, HOWEVER, That the Court may, upon 
the petition of the Treasurer, in any case where fraud, wilful 
negligence or misfeasance of a public officer or employee is in. 
volved, order the joinder as defendapt of such officer or employee. 
But if such action be brought for the recovery of loss arising only 
through the fraud, negligence, omission, error or misfeasance 
of some person or persons other than a public officer or employee, 
or arising jointly through the fraud, negligence, omission, error 
or misfeasance of such other person or persons and a public 
officer or employee, tker, puch action shall be brought against 
both the Treasurer and such person or persons aforesaid. In 
all such actions where there are defendants other than the 
Treasurer, and damages shall have been awarded, no final judg- 
ment shall be entered against the Treasurer until execution e 
against the other defendants Rhall be returned unsatisfied in 
whole o r  in part, and the officer returning the execution shall 
certify that the amount still due upon the execution cannot be 
collected. Thereupon the Court, being satisfied as to the truth 
of such return, shall order the amount of the award and costs, or 
so much thereof as remains unpaid, to be paid the Treasurer out 
of the assurance fund. 

In every case in which the Lan3 Court 
renders a judgment against the Treasurer in an action brought 
under the provisions of this Act, the Clerk of the Land Court 
rhall certify to the Treasurer the amount of the award to  be 
paid from the assurance fund, and said certificate of the Clerk 
shall constitute the voacher upon which the Treasurer shall make 
paymeat. 

It shall be the duty of the Fiscal of the 
Land Court t o  appear and defend all actions brought against 
the Treasurer under the provisions of this Act ; PROVIDED, 
That, whenever necessary, the Secretary of Justice, on request 
of the Treasurer, may appoint other or ttdditional counsel to 
defend such actions. & 

ARTICLE 133. Nothing in this Rct ahall be construed t o  
deprive a plaintiff of any right of action which he may have 

proceeding first accrued, and not afterwards. e 
ARTICLE 130. 

ARTICLE 131. 

ARTICLE 132. 



--429- 

p against any pzrson for loss or deprivation of land, or of any 
estate or interest therein, without joining the Treasurer as a 
defendant therein. 

If the assurance fund a t  any time be not 
sufficient to meet the amount of a judgment rendered by the 
Land Court, the deficit shall be made up from any funds in the 
National Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; and in such cases 
any sums thereafter received by the Treasurer for account of the 
assurance fund shall be transferred to the generxl fund of the 
National Treasury until the amount paid on account of the 
deficiency shall have been made up. 

In every case where PL payment has been 
made by the Treasurer from the Laxd Registration Assurance 
Fund, in accordancewith the provisions of this Act, on account 
of :tny fraud, wilful, negligence or  misfeasance of any public 
officer or employee, the Government of the Dominican Republic 
s!-all be subrogated to all rights of the plaintiff against such 
offe?ding officer or employee, and to that end may attach the 
goods and chattels, moneys and effects, lands and property of 
every kind of the offending officer or employee, and shall have 
a m  and all remedies which a private creditor might have, in 
add’tion 6 that  of penal prosecution for any crime committed. 
A11 amounts recovered in such actions shall bepaid t0  the Trens- 
vrer and by him credited to t,he account of the Land Registra- 
tion Assurance Fund. The Secretary of Justice, upon, Fequest 
of the Treasurer, shall cause appropriate action t o  be hrought in 
every such case in the court having jurisdiction. 

ARTICLE 134. 

ARTICLE 135. 

e 

POWERS OF ATTORNEY. 

ARTICLE 136. Any person may be represented in con- 
veying or otherwise dealing with registered land, by an attorney 
in fact, but the power of attorney shall be acknowledged before a 
notary public or a judge or clerk of any court or an dcalde,  at- 
tested by a t  least one witness, and shall be filed with the register 
of deeds of the province where the land lies, and a memorandum 
thereof entered on the certificate of title and on all ,outstandi.ng 
duplicate certificates. Any instrument revoking such power shall 
be acknowledged, attested and registered in like manner. Powers 
of attorney and instruments revoking same may he executed 
without the Dominican Republic before any officer having a seal 
authoiized to take acknowledgments in the jurisdiction whkre 
S U ~ .  instrument shall be executed ; bnt such instruments shall 
not be recognized as valid for the purposes of this Act unless the 
official character of the officer taking the acknowledgment there- 

’ 

a l _ l * -  . 
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of shall be certified to by a diplomatic or consular representa- 
tive of the Dominican 'Republic, or by some official authorized 
to  so certify by the law of Such jurisdiction, whoje official char- 
acter is in turn certified to by such diplomatic or consular re- 
presentative. 

LOST DUPLICATE CERTIFICATE. 

4 

ARTICLE 137. If a duplicate certificate of title is lost or 
destroyed, or cannot be produced by the lawful owner t areof or 
by a grantee, heir devisee, assignee, or other person applying for 
the entry of a new certificate tcj him, or for the registration of 
any instrument, a notice of such loss or destruction may be filed 
with the appropiate register of deeds by the registered owner or 
other person in interest and registered. The Court may there- 
upon, upon the petition of the registered own& or other person in 
interest, direct the issue of a new duplicate certificate, which 
shall contain a memorandum of the fact that  i t  is issued in the 
place of the lost duplicate certilicate, but shall in all respects be 
entitled to like faith and credit as the original duplicate, and 
shall thereafter be regarded as the original duplicate for all 
purposes of this Act. 

(I 

PRODUCTION OF DUPLICATE 
CERTIFICATE. 

ARTICLE 138. In every case where any register of deeds is 
requested to enter a new certificate in pursuance of an instrument 
purporting to be executed by the registered owner, or by reason 
of any instrument or proceeding which divests the registered 
owner of the title against his consent, if the outstanding owner's 
duplicate certificate is not presented for cancellation when such 
request is made, the register of deeds shall not enter a new 
certificate, but the person claiming to be entitled thereto may 
apply by petition to  the Court. The Court, after hearing, mag 
order the registered owner, or the person withholding the dupli- 
cate, t o  surrender the same, and direct the entry of a new 
certificate upon such surrender. 

If in any case the person withholding the duplicate cer- 
tificate is not amenable to the process of the Court, or if for 
any reason the outstanding owner's duplicate certificate can not 
be delivered up, the Court may, by decree, annul the Sam;, and 
order a new certificate of title to be entered. Such new certif- 
icate, and all dupliwkes thereof, shall contain a memorandum of 
the annulment of the outstanding duplicate. 

If in any cas@ an outstanding mortgagee's, lessee's or owner 
~ __ .~ _-"-_ -̂I- runu-aeaasas 
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of improvement’s duplicate certificatt is not produced or surren- 
dered when a mortgage or lease is transferred or otherwise dealt 
with, or the title to permanent improvements is affected, like 
proceedings may be had. 

AMENDMENT AND ALTERATION 
OF CERTIFICATION OF TITLE. 

ARTICLE 139. No erasure or alteration shall be macle 
in the registration book, on a certificate of title or any memoran- 
dum thereon, after the entry thereof by the register of deeds, 
except tha t  amendments may be made by order of the Court. 
Any registered owner or  other person in interest, including regis- 
ters of deeds, may at .any time apply by petition to the Court 
for amendment of the certificate of title, upon the ground that  
registered interests of any description, whether vested, contin- 
gent, expectant or inchoate, have terminated and ceased; or that  
new interests have arisen or been created which do not appear 
upon the certificate; or .that any error, omission or mistake was 
made in entering a certificate or any memorandum thereon, or on 
any duplicate certificate ; or that the name of any person on the 
certificate has been changed; or that  the registerecl owner has 
been married ; or if registered as married, that  the marriage has 
been terminated ; or upon any other reasonable ground; and the 
Court shall have jurisdiction to  hear and determine the peti- 
tion after notice to all parties in interest, and may order the 
entry of a new certificate, the entry or cancellation of a rnemoran- 
dum upon a certificate, or grant any other relief upon such 
terms and conditions, requiring security if necessary, as i t  may 
deem proper ; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That this article shall 
not be construed to give the Court authority to open the original 
decree of registration, and that nothing shall be done or ordered 
by the Court which shall impair the title or other interest of :i 
purchaser holding a certificate for  value and in good faith, or  his 
heirs and assigns, without his or their written consent. 

Any petition filed under this article, and all petitions and 
motions filed under the provisions of this Act after original 
registration, shall be filed in the original case in which the decree 
of registration was entered. 

* 

FEES FOR REGISTRATIQPJ. 

ARTICLE 140. No fees o r  charges, other than for the costs 
of surveys as provided for in ArticIe 91, and the assessment for 
the Land Registration Assurance Fund as provided f r w  in Article 
125 hereof, shall be collected in registration proceedings btought 



Qnder the provisions of this Act up to and including the regis- 
tration of the original certificate of title. 

(a)-After registration of the original certificate of title, 
the  following charges shall be collected by the register of 
deeds : 

1. For the issuance of a new certificate of title, consisting 
of one original and one duplicate, one dollar. 

2. For the issuance of each additional duplicate certificate. 
fifty cents. 

3. For registration of a lease, or of a mortgage or other 
instrument creating an incumbrance, one dollar. 

4. For the registration of the transfer, cancellation, release 
o r  discharge of a lease, or of a mortgage or other instrument un- 
der which an incumbrance was created, fifty cents. 

For the registration of a change of address, or a notice 
of death, bankruptcy, insolvency or analogous proceedings, 
twenty-five cents. 

For the issuance of each certified copy of any registered 
document or notice, other than a decree of the Land Court, one 
dollar. 3 

(b)-The following charges shall be collected by the Clerk 
of the Land Court : 

1. For the issuance of each certified copy of any decree of 
the Land Court, one dollar. 

2. For each petition of any nature filed with the Land 
Court affecting registered land after the original registration 
thereof, three dollars. 

(c)-None of the foregoing charges shall be collected when 
t h e  services rendered are exclusively for the benefit of the 
Dominican Government. 

(a)-The charges herein provided for shall be paid in cash 
by the  person requiring the service to the register of deeds or to  
t h e  Clerk of the Land Court, as the case may be. 

(e)-The register of deeds and the Clerk of the Land Courf- 
shall issue an official receipt upon the form provided for the 
purpose by the Auditor for each amount collected under the 
provisions of this Article, and shall make deposits and remittan- 
ces of such funds and render accounts thereof within the periods 
and in the  manner prescribed by the Auditor. 

(f)-All moneys collected under the provisions of this Ar- 
ticle, when received by the Treasurer, shall be credited to  the 
account of the Land Registration Assurance Fund provided for in 
Article 125 of this Act. 

* 

5.  

6. 
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SYSTEM OF RECORDING TRANSACTIONS IN 
LAND ' PRIOR TO REGISTRATION. 

ARTICLE 141. From the date of the promulgation of this 
Act, and until the registration of any parcel of land is completed 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act, records of transac- 
tions relating to such parcels of land shall be transcribed in the 
manner provided in the Ley sobw Registro y Coiiseiavocicin de  Hi- 
potecus, except as such law is hereinafter modified. The duty 
of recording such transactions shall be performed in the several 
provinces by the registers of deeds provided for by this Act, after 
such registers of deeds have been appointed ; PROVIDED, HOW- 
EVER, That the originals of deeds, mortgages, leases, and other 
instruments of title, which may be hereafter executed affecting 
the title to unregistered land, shall not be retained by notaries or 
other officials before whom the same are solemnized, but after 
haviny Leen executed shall be delivered to the grantee, mort- 
gagee, lessee, or other person entitled to the same, and be by him 
presented to the register of deeds or the Comewador  de Hipote- 
cas, as  the case may be, for the province where the land lies, for 
recording in the manner and in the books provided for in the L e y  
sobre Regis tm y Conservacidn d e  Hipotecas. The registers of 
deeds or the CorLseyvadomi de Hipotccas, upon receiving any such 
deed, mortgage, lease, or other instrument dealing with land not 
registered under this Act, shall indorse upon the instrument so re- 
ceived the true date, hour and minute when the same is received, 
and the same shall be deemed to have been recorded as unreg- 
istered land frcm the time of the indorsement of such memoran- 
dum thereon. They shall also indorse thereon the volume and page 
wherein the same is transcribed. After such instrument shsll 
have been transcribed, the owner thereof shall be entitled to the 
custody and possession of the same. The original instrument, 
the record thereof, and any certified copy of such record, shall 
be competent evidence in any court of justice as to the transac- 
tions appearing therein ; but no such instrument shall afford 
any presumption sufficient to bind the Land Court in any wag 
a t  the time of the registration of the land under the provisions 
of this Act that  the title or interest shown as conveyed was 
in reality vested in the grantor. The fees or other charges for 
the recording of such instruments shall be the same as now 
charged for transcr;ption, and shall be paid and accounted 
for in the manner provided for in Article 140 hereof; PROVID- 
ED, IjTOWEVER, That pending the appointment of registers of 
deeds, Conservadores de Hipotecns shall receive as their compen- 
sation the fees now provided for in the L e y  sobre Regiatro y Con- 
servaci6n de Hipotecas, 



No instrument relating to  transactions in land hereafter 
exeeuted under private signature shall be transcribed nor s?,iall 
any such instrument hereafter executed have any legal force, 
except as evidence of contract between parties theret 0. 

FORMS. 
ARTICLE 142. Deeds, conveyances, pactos de  retract0 o 

retroventa, mortgages, leases, releases, and discharges affecting 
lands, whether registered under this Act or unregistered, shall 
be sufficient in law when made substantially in accordance with 
the forms following Arlicle 143, and shall be as effective to con- 
vey, encumber, lease,. release, discharge or bind the lands as 
though made in accordance with the forms now in use ; PROViD- 
ED, That every such instrument shall be signed by the person 
executing the same, in the presence of two witnesses who shall 
sign the instrument as witnesses to the execution thereof, and 
shall be acknowledged in accordance with form No. 1 to be hi3 
free act and deed by the person executing the same before any 
officer authorized by the laws of the Dominican Republic to take 
acknowledgments, which officer shall certify to such acknowl- 
edgment ; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That in cases where any 
person executing any sueh instrument is unable to sign his name, 
he shall make his mark, in the presence of two witnesses, to 
such instrument, k hich mark, when duly made and witnessed, 
shall have the same legal force as a written signature; PROVZD- 
ED, FURTHER, That in all transactions and in all instruments 
relating to registered land, the metric system of measurement 
shall be used. 

ARTICLE l 43 .  Acknowledgments of persons executing 
deeds of conveyance, lease, release, mortgage or discharge of 
mortgage, or other instruments ,affecting land, and affidavits to 
be used before the Land Court or any justice or judge thereof, 
may be made o r  taken before any judge, alcalde, or any Notary 
Public in the Dominican Republic; PROVZDED, That any such 
acknowledgments or affidavits made or taken without the Domin- 
ican Republic may be made o r  taken before any officer having 
a seal authorized to  take acknowledgments or administer oaths 
in the country or jurisdiction where such acknowledgments or 
affidavits are made, but shall not be recognized as valid in the 
Dominican Republic for the purposes of this Act unless the official 
character of the officer taking or administering the same shall 
be certified to by a diplomatic or consular representative of the 
Dominican Republic, or by some official authorized to so certify 
by the law of such jurisdiction, whose official character is in 
turn certified to by such diplomatic or consular representative. 

* 



1. (a) Form of acknowledgment by an individual execut- 
ing deed of conveyance, lease, release, o r  discharge affecting 
land : 

* 
Doniinican Republic. 
Province of 

In the commune of -___ , in said province, on 
this - day of- , A. D. 19-, personally appeared-- 
-- , known to me to  be the same person (or persons) who 
executed the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged that  the 
same is his (or their) free act  and deed. 

Before me: 

(Notary Public OF other official, as the case may be.) 
Form of acknowledgment by person conveying by pow- (b) 

e r  of attorney: 
Dominican Republic. 
Province of 
In the commune of , in said province, on 

this --- day of --, A. D. 19- , personally appeared 
--, known to me to  be the person described and ap- 
pointed attorney in fact in and by a certain power of attorney 
executed by bearing date the - - - - d a y  of- 
19-, and recorded in the office of the register of deeds of the 

(or to be recorded in the office of the register of deeds, Pro- 
vince of -, simultnneausly with the within instrument), and 
acknowledged to  me that he executed the within instrument a% 
the act of the said 

@@ 

province of on the - day of 1 L  

Before me: 

(Signature and title of officer.) 
(c) Form of acknowledgment by a corporation or  stock 

company. 
Dominican Rep’ublic. 
Province of 

In the commune of , in said province, on this 
----.---------day of-, A. D., 19-, personally appeared 
pp , t o  me known, who, by me being duly sworn, did 
depose and say, tha t  he resides in ; tha t  he is 
the (President or other officer) of the (name of corporation or 
stock company) , the  corporation or stock company described in 
and which executed the above instrument; that  he knows the 
seal of said corporation or stcjck company; that  the seal affixed 
to such instrumeat is such seal; that it was so affixed by order 

* 
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of the board of directors or  stockholders of said corporation or 
stock company, and that he signed his name by like order. a 

Before me: 
~ -~ 

(Signature and title of officer.) 
(If such corporation or stock company have no seal, that fact 

must be stated in place of the statement required respecting the 
seal.) 

Form of acknowledgment by a managing partner in 
behalf of a eo-partnership o r  a contpal'iia en comandita. 

(d) 

Dominican Republic. 
Province of 

In the commune of , in said provinca 
on this , day o f ,  , A. D., 19-, personally 
appeared , t o  me known, who, by me'being duly 
sworn, did depose and say that he resides in ; that 
he is the managing partner OP the co-partnership or compagia en 
comandita described in and which executed the above instrument, 
and he acknowledged that he executed the same as the act and 
deed of the said co-partnership or compafiia e n  comandita, for 
the uses and purposes therein mentioned. U 

Before me: 
_ _  

(Signature and title of officer.) 
2. 
I, f of , in the 

pronlce of - , in the Dominican Republic, in 
consideration of - dollars, to me paid & 
-- , o f -  , in the province of 9 

in the Dominiean Republic, do hereby sell and convey to said 
, and his heirs and assigns, that parcel of 

land, together with all the buildings and improvements thereon 
situated in the commune of -, and province of - 

, in the Dominican Republic, bounded and described as 
follows : (here insert boundaries and description), of which land 
I am the registered owner.in accordance with the provisions of 
the,Land Registration Act, my title thereto being evidenced by 
certificate No. - in the land records of szid province. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name 01: 

Deed of land registered under this Act: 

this - day of , A. D. 19-. 
Signed in the presence of: 

& 

--- 
(To be followed by acknowledgment according to form 1.) 



-437- 

3. Deed of land not registered under this Act, without 

I, -- , of ___-- , in the prov- 
ilice of , in the Dominican Republic, in 
consideration of dollars, to me paid by ---, 
of , in the province of , in the 
Dominican Republic, do hereby sell and convey t o  the said-- 

, his heirs and assigns, that  parcel of lai:d, 
together with all the buildings and improvements therenn, 
situated in the commune of , in  the province of 
-- , in the Dominicm Republic, bounded and 

described as follows : (here insert bxmdxies  end dzscription) . 
In  witness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name on 

* covenants of warranty : 

this day of -- , A. D. 19-. 
Signed in the presence of: 

(Acknowledgment) 
4. Deed of land not rzgistered uiider this Act, with 

covenants of warraiity : 
, in the 

province of --- , in the Dominican Republic, in 
consideration of --- dollars, t o  me paid by -- 

3 of , in the province of - 
in the Dominican Republic, do hereby sell and convey t o  said 

-, his heirs and assigns, that  parcel of land, together 
with all the buildings and improvements thereon, situated in 
the commune of --- , in the province of 
in the Dominican Republic, bounded and described as  follows : 
(here insert boundaries and description) ; and the said 

(seller) does hereby covenant and agree with the said 
c (purchaser) that he is !awfully seized in fee of 
said premises, that  they are free from all incumbrances, that  
he has a perfect right t o  convey the same, and that he will 
warrant and forever defend the same unto the said- 
(purchaser), his heirs and assigns, against the lawful claims 
of all persons whomsoever (insert here other covenants, 
whatever they may be). 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name on. 

, of ~- I- r 1, 

-9 

this - day of , A. D. 19-. 
Signed in the presence of: 

* 
_I_-_ 

(Acknowledgment) 



5 .  

proviiice of , in the Dominican Republic, in 
consideration of dollars, to me paid by 

, in the province of 
---- , in the Do:1iinican Republic, do hereby, by 
way of mortgage, convey to said -- , his 
heirs and assigns, that  parcel of land, together with all the buil- 
dings and improvemenis thereon, situated in the commune of 

, in the province of ---, in the Domin- 
ican Republic, bounded and described BS follows: (here insert 
boundaries and description) of which laEd I ani the registered 
owner in accordance with the provisions of the Land 
Registration Act, my tit12 thereto being evidenced by 
Certificate KO. in the land records of said 
province ; PROVIDED, A-EVERTHEL I*'SS, that if I, the 
said -- (mortgngor), shall duly pay, o r  cause to 
be paid, to the said---- (niortgage2) my certain prom- 
issory notes of this date by ine signed 2nd payable to the said 
-- (mortgagee), all dated on this date, each for the 
sum of - ~ -  dollars, an& payable in one, two and 
three years from date (or otherwise, as the case may be), with 
lawful interest, then this oor tgagz  s h d i  be thereby' discharged 
and of no further effect; otherwise it shall remain in full force 
and be enforceable in the nlaniier provided by law. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name on 

Mortgage of land registered under this Act: 
I, 9 of -, in the * 

of 

(I 

this --- dal- of , A. D. 19-. 
Signed in the presence of: --- 

(Acknowledgment) 
6 .  Mortgage of land not registered under this Act: 
This mortgage may be in  the same form as that prescriber1 

in Form 5 ,  but omitting the portion of Form 5 which describes 
the land as registered under the Land Registratior, Act, and 
including such covenantes of warranty as the parties may agree 
upon. 

7. Pacio d e  y e t r u e t o  o ,~eti.oventa of land registered under 
this Act: 

I, ---- , of ---, in the province 
of , in the Dominican Republic, in consideration oE 0 

--, in the province of ----, in the Dominican Re- 
- dollars, to  me paid by , of - 
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public, do hereby sell and convey with right of repurchase (con 
cldusula de r e t m c t o )  to said - and his heirs and 
assigns, that  parcel of land, together with all buildings and 
improvements thereon, situated in the commune of 
- , in the province of , in the Do- 
minican Republic, bounded and described as follows : (here insert 
boundaries and description), of which land I am the registered 
owner in accordance with the provisions of the Land Registra- 
tion Act, my title thereto being evidenced by Certificate No.- 
in the land records of said province. 

, the  power 
to re-acquire the parcel together with all buildings and idprove- 
ments thereon hereby sold. Wherefor, I reserve the right upon 
the re-embursement of said dollars in one single 
payment, on or before the expiration of said period of 9 

to reenter into title and possession of the aforesaid property. 
Upon my failure to exercise said right of repurchase within,the 
time above expressed, the above-named purchaser shall become 
the absolute owner of said property, without the necessity of 
any further act. 

I hereby reserve, during the time of 

(Other special agreements may be here inserted.) 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name on 

this day of , A. D. 19-. 
Signed in the presence of: 

(Acknowledgment) 
8. Pacto de  retract0 o retroventa of land not register& 

under this Act: 
This instrument may be in the same form as that  pre- 

scribed in Form No. 7, but omitting that portion which describes 
the land as registered under the Land Registration Act. 

9. Discharge of mortgage of land registered under this 
Act : 

I, 9 of . , in the  
province of -, in the Dominican Republic, mort- 
gagee of the land embraced in Certificate No. , in the 
land records of the province of , by virtue of P 
mortgage executed by - > of , in 
the province of , in the Eominican Republic, on 
the day of , 19-, having received the 
full consideration named as the condition of said mortgage, do 
hereby forever relepse and discharge the same. 
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In witness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name cn 
this day of -, A. D. 19-. c 
Signed in the presence of: 

(Acknowledgment) 
10. Discharge of mortgage of land not registered under 

this Act : 
The discharge in this case may be as in Form No. 9, 

varying the description of the mortgage to suit the facts. 
11. Reconveyance of registered land sold under pact0 de 

re t rac to  o retroventa. 
, of - , in the province 

of , in the Dominican Republic, do herebv 
certify that a certain pacto  d e  ?*etrocto o retvoz;enta covering the 
land covered by Certificate No. - in the land records of the 
province of ~ , has bee3 paid, the grantor having exercised 
his right of repurchase. 

Wherefore, I, the grantee, do hereby sell and reconvey unto 
said grantor and his heirs and assigns the said parcel of land, 
together with all buildings and improvements thereon. 

In  witness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name on 

I, 

this day of -, A. D. 19---. 
Signed in the presence of: 

(Acknowledgment) 
12. Reconveyance of land not registered under this Act, 

The reconveyance in this case may be as in Form No. 11. 

15. 
I, 

sold under pac to  d e  r e t r a c t o  o Yet roven ta :  

varying the description t o  suit the facts. 
Lease of land registered under this Act: 

, in the , of ---.-- 
province of -, in the Dominican Republic, in 

consideration of the agreements hereinafter contained, do here- 

in the  province of , in the Dominican Republic, 
and his assigns (if the lease is to be assignable), that  parcel 
of land, together with all the buildings and improvements there- * 
on, situated in . the commune of , in the province 
of , in the Dominican Republic, bounded 

.-_ by lease unto 9 of 



-441- 

m d  described as follows : (here insert boundaries and descrip- 
tion), of which land I am the registered owner, in accordance 
with the  provisions of the Land Registration Act, my title 
thereto being evidenced by Certificate No. -- in the land records 
of said province, for the period of- years from this date. 

And I, the said lessee, in consideration of this lease, do 
hereby promise, for myself and my heirs and assigns, that  I 
will cause to  be paid to  said (lessor) an an- 
nual rental (or monthly rental) of - dollars per year 
(or per month, as the case may be) during the whole period of 
this lease, payable on the -- , day of 9 

each year (or at such other times as may be agreed upon). 
(Other special agreements of the lease may be here inserted.) 
In svitmxs whereof, we have hereunto signed our names on 

w) 

this day of , A. D. 19--. 
(lessor) 
(lessee) 

Signed in the presence of: 

(Acknowledgment) 

f4. Lease of land not registered under this Act: 
This lease may be as in Form No. 13, omitting that  portion 

thereof that  relates to  the cerificate of title, and inserting such 
covenants of warranty as mzy se agreed upon. 

15. Release of leased lands, whether registered under this 
Act or not: 

Such release may be as  in Forms Nos. 9 and 10 for the 
discharge of mortgages using the term “release” instead of 
“discharge”, and inserting such description as fully identifies the 
lease. 

ACT, HOW CONSTRUED. 

This Act shall be construed liberally so f..tr 
as may be necessary for the purpose of effecting its general 
intent. 

Nothing contained in this Act shall in any way’ be construed 
to relieve land, or the owners thereof, from any obligations inci- 
dent to the relation of husband and wife, or from liability to  
attachment or levy on’ execution, or  from liability to any lien of  
any description established by law; or to  change the laws of 
descent; or to ,affect the right to take land by expropriation for 

ARTICLE 144. 

* 



z‘easons of public utility; or to relieve land from liability to be 
appropriated in any lawful manner for the payment of debts; 
or to change or affect in any way any other rights or liabilities 
created by law, except as otheiwise expressly provided in this 
Act. 

ARTICLE 145. Upon the commencement of any cadastral 
survey, in accordance with Article 54, jurisdiction of all cases 
pending in the other Dominican Courts which affect title to or 
possession of any land included within the limits of such ca- 
dastral survey shall ipso facto pass to the Land Court, and the 
Secretary of any Court in which any such action is then pending 
shall at once forward the record in such case, together with all 
exhibits and other evidence pertaining thereto to the Clerk of the 
Land Court to be by him transmitted to the justice or judge 
assigned t o  the trial of such cadastral case, to be considered and 
decided by him in connection with the other matters arising 
therein. 

The Law of April 21, 1911, entitled “Ley 
sobre Division de Terrenos Cornuneros” (Off. Gaz. 2187), is 
hereby repealed, and all pending proceedings for the division of 
such lands thereunder are hereby abrogated. All notaries and Cy 
other public functionaries with whom titles have been deposited 
pursuant to any judgment or order issued in any proceedings 
instituted under said “Ley sobre Divisi6n de  Terrenos Covnuk- 
ros” shall immediately, without any further order, deposit such 
titles as provided in Article 40‘hereof. 

The Law or June lst,  1912, (Off.  Gaz. 2301), and all amend- 
ments thereto or extensions thereof providing for the inscription 
of titles to real property, are hereby repealed. 

None of the provisions of. the Law of May 20, 1885, (Off. 
Gaz. 2184) entitled “A Law Providing for the Registration of 
Judicial and Extrajudicial Instruments”, shall apply to instru- 
ments affecting real property, registered under the provisions 
of this Act, nor to any judicial decisions, orders or decrees of 
any, Courts provided for herein. 

All laws, or parts of laws, in conflict with any of the pro- 
visions of this Act are also repealed. 

* 
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THOMAS SNOWDEN, 
Rear-Admiral, U. S. Navy, 

Santo Domingo, R. D., 
July I&, 1920. 

Military Governor of ,Santo Domingo. 
(c 


