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MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF SANTB DOMING@- 
Executive Order No. 819. 

FIREARMS, AMMUNITIGN, AND OTEER DANGEROlTS 
OR DEADLY WEAPONS. 

* 

’ By Virtue of the  powers vested in the  Military Governmen5 
s€ Santo Domingo, t h e  following Executive Order is h e x b y  pro- 
mulgated : 

ARTICLE 1. Definition of “FirearmsJ’.- “Firearms OL” 

arms” as wed in the  present Law, incluldels rifles, gunis, carbines, 
fowlinlg-pieces, revolvws, pistols, and  other  dangerous or deadly 
weapons from which bullets, shot o r  other  projectiles may be 
fired by means of powder o r  other explosives. The expression 
also includes air-rifles, excepting those of smabl bore, and &?rt 
range used as toys. The barrel of any  firearm shall be con;idered 
a complete fiiearm for  the  purposes of t he  present Law. 

ARTICLE 2. Illegal possession of firearms, parts sf fire- 
arms, ammunition, and other dangerous or deadly w e a p o n s . 2  
Except as otherwise permitteid by this  Law, i t  shall be illegal f o r  
any person to  import, receive, purchase o r  in any othsr manner  
acquire any fir( aims, loose pa r t s  thereof or  ammunition therefor, 
or have them in his possession or  under his custody, o r  sell 01. 
dispose t h e i ~ o f  in :.ny manner  whatsoever. 

ARTICLE 3 .  Exception made of firearms and ammunition 
used by armed forces.- This Law shall not apply to  firearms and 
ammunit;t;n rkgdar?; ai:d legally delivered t o  the  officers and 
r:-liste:l rritii of any  l~g:::l\- constituted armed force of t h e  
’ s ~ : ~ 7 i c a n  RE.public, mr t o  the  United States  Forces of Occupa- 

in the  Dominicn1i EPC,public, nor t o  public officials and 
% r r c n l  c 11 hi!(> such :mii.; arc ;n t h c i r  possession for  use in the  

or tlieir ciu 

kKTTi LZ1 i. Special perrnfi for the possession of arms by 
,-- The Pr, bit?( n t  and the  members o r  his Gabinet, 
:.rd Consular 1;cy-c sentstives of foreign countries, 

L €  Pro1 inces, and  t h e  members of the  Judicial 
L ..<:ms~4s t o  carry firearms 
l y  f -:laking a dieFosit there- 

ARTICLE 5. Eicensn required 01 I- -:.chants dealing in 
fire~rrns~--- ,ilng’ porsm d e Q l r h g  to  clr-d i!: 2 ezrms, par ts  thereof 

1 .  

f sr . 
\ 



or ammuiiition therefor. o r  who debires t u  my& same, shall 
apply to  the  Secretary of Interior and Poliw for a license, staiing 
in his petition the extent of the  pui-chase and s:iile of firearnis 
and zmmunition in which he intends l o  engage, the  kind of arm? 
and ammunition he  intends to  purchase and seii in accordsnce 
with the license desirzd, and such other information as the Secm- 
t a ry  of Intel-ior and Police m:ir eqmia l ly  request prior to  zcting 
on the application. The Smetary  of interior ~ x d  Police may 
approve o r  di.-approve such a;>piicatio:i, and in case h 2 npproves 
I t  he shall fix the amount of szcu~i:y t:, Le ~ i v e i  bv the ap 

1c.3, 3s i j d l  as tine time s u c h  
tvili L y  tf!ccLii 2 ,  vnl , -y . :  nitht! L K I I  z i r l ler  by authority of said 
Sezretarp. 

Issuw.ee of License by the Ccmmaiider of 
the Dominican National Constabulary - MercBaants' security.- 
After  t he  application has  been approved by the Secretary of 
iniei:or and Police, it shall be f o r n a f d c d  to  tbr Commander of 
t h e  Dominictin Sational Cor -tzbulary mho, in x c n r d m c e  with 
ihc  te-ms af ~2~~~ i l  bi- the  Secxta-5 of Interior and Police, 
shall ikme the license a f te r  the  h o l d x  thereof ha: co 
and giwn \txur:ty, ?o ?e  appro;ed by  he Commander, in +he 
arnomt fixed by the Sccrrtarj-  0:' J r a.1~1 Police, ? 3 faithfrlli:: 
comply with the law m,l  i e g u h t i  c'o~ic x n i n  g t he  bct s cess 
for  which tht: !icense is granted. 

Additional l icenw for the hcMkg of ~ ~ P L ' T ; : ~ T s  

in an -mount  !ireater than that allowed ba the original 1 i ~ e n s ~ ~ -  
If any per-son ho!ding a merchaiil~'  iiceilze for 

or ha: 3 the cu+to$y 01- & y o  

.".'i"p:i)- f o r  a n d  ohtnin c, tien- license. 

4-RTTCLFI 3. Records to be I\ept by- prrumi h o h h ~ 3 ~  
~ e r c h m l s '  liceix+es~-- ,111 mcxhai i tq  dcctling i?i f+rearins or .irIi- 

munit-on shc': r:ct'j) a cjntpjete aiid 
t h?  ~mpoi.iatl:~a c n u  w!t of same, 

t h e  liLir,w can \;e i 

ARTICLE 6. 

A4RTi'lCLE 7. 

F h C J l f l  dt-lr? 10 .l'lli?;.O~.'l, ! I L I ~ ' L ~ ~  :L C ' Ctb3 

anri date of the  license of each purchaser for  t h e  poysession of 
each firearm pJrchased by him, and the  number of such firearm, 
together with the  amount and kind of ammunition acquired for  
same. Evcry merchant dealing in firearms [shall, when required 
to d 3  $0 ! J ;  the  Cornmiander of the Dominican National Conistab- 
uzarp, p t r m i t  an examination of such account a:id records of the  
purcl-aqc s n d  sale ef firearnis, and t h e  reccunt and verificatian 



of all a rms  and ammunition in stock, and any refusal an  th:: p s r t  
of a mere11 !I It t o  comply with the  provisions of this  Article shalI 
constitute an  infraction of t h e  conditions wherexi  the  nzrchants '  
s e r , r i t y  m o s e r . t ~ l  t o  and g i v a  by him. 

1,RTICLE 9. PPcrnGfsion rcquired for  the individual posss-  
sion of aims for personal use.- Security which must be givela.-- 
A11 who desile to  posi;ess one o r  more firearms fo r  self- 

Lilnting ol' other  iegal puposes ,  and t h e  
ammun;tion fur  iizarlns, shall apply for  3 licennez t h x d s r  
in the  niannx- set for th  below. tJpon making such Ippiicziion 

, the appiicaal shall give security 
FIFTY DOLLORS ($50. OO),  

he Dominican RqLibiicl, €or stch 
n issued, and shaill end3nsc 

said check to t h e  r'lTat'o:ial Trcasurer, or  shall pa 
DOLLARS r $50.00) ia cash. 
certihcd checks or in c:!-h, shall be forwarded to the  Comm\mder 
~f thie DJrninican Nal iond  Conistabuiary to  be covered into t h e  
National Treasury, in  t h e  F'irssrms Permit Fund hereby cr2atetd. 
When said Comman-ier certifies t ha t  the Law has  been compli-d 

irie SUM oi' FIFTY DOLLARS ($50.00) depositxi 
I C  should be re tuinca to  him, the  Nlitioilsl TrLilsur- 
thorized t o  r e t u r n  Faid amount upon thz issuance 
y order of payment. 

All deposits, either 

AR'ITCLZ 10. HQW application is made- Decision of the 
Secretary of Interior and Police and of the Commander of the 
Dominican National Constabulary in regard to same.- The ap- 
plicatiori mentioned herein ror  a license to  possess firearms {~snd 
ammunition, presented by a re'sident of t h e  Dominican Republic, 
ahall be adldrleissed to the  Governor of t h e  Prcvinic2 in which t h e  
applieant usuallly liesides, and within a week af te r  t h e  receipt 
thereof sai4d Governor will1 forward it, with his recommendation 
f o r  approval1 or dilsapproval, to  t h e  Provincial Comm~a~nnldler of the 
Dominican Nationlal Constabulary who ishabl send i t  through 
official chantnaels, with his recommendation, to  thle Secretary of 
Interidr anld Palice, who may ,apprcve o r  disapprove t h e  applica- 
tion; anld slhould he iapprlove i t  he sha'll seinid i t  t o  t h e  Colmimtanlder 
of t h e  Dominican National Constabulary who shaill nlotify the 
applicant t h a t  t he  lioense shall be issued as soon as t h e  dieposit 
prescribed in thiis Law has  been malde. 

ARTICLE 11. Duration of a personal 1icenw.- A per- 
sonal firmrms a'icentse 'shall1 con<titinue in force until thle death gr 
$ S a l  ilncawwity of thie possessor thiereof, unless he  returns i t  im 
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advance or  i t  is revoked by order of the  Secretary of Interior and 
Police. 

ARTICLE 12. Change of domicile of the holder of a 
license.- n’hen a person holding a valid liceii,se t o  possess fire- 
arms and ammunition €or same changes his domicile from one 
province to  another, he shall, within ten  days thereafter, report  
such change by registered letter to  the Commailder of t he  Darnin- 
ican National Constabularj-, or  to the Commander of the province 
in which he fixes his new domicile, as the  case may be. 

XXTICLE 13. Deposit of firearms by persobis holding a 
merchants’ license.- With the pzrmiEsion of the Provincial 
Gor-ernoi, an>- person holding a merchants’ license may s tore  
8 ~ a i i - c ~  and an.munition ui c’zr the  custody ~7f the  D91nii3ica11 
National Constabulary, subject to his orders. When a dcposit 
of thi’s kind is made, the  Commander of the Domiiiicw N a t i x a l  
Condabulary shall render a receipt containing a description of 
the material deposited, and upon returning the 1:iit:r he shall 
rcquired a similar receipt from the  person to  whom the  i r t i d e  
or aiticles a re  returned. For  such starage, the CJmaar1d.x- of 
t he  Dominican National Coistabulary may make such reasonable 
charge? a s  may be fixed by him, with t h e  approval of the  Prxin-  
&I’ Governor. 

Deposit of firearms by persons coming from 
abroad.- Any person coming to the  Dominioan Rqub l i c  with a 
firearms o r  ammunition in his  posscsFion f o r  whiTh he h‘is no 
license, shall, upon heing gi\-en a \\ ri t ten 1’ 
same with the c:i>toms inspector t o  bC delis-ered T: ’-e Corn- 
mancler ot the C;minizan Nation31 Constabularv for  - ’ 
If said p c ~ o n  cie2ii es t o  obtain a firearms licence. ’i 11, [ 
of the Dominican Nati?nal Constabulary sha I comniuliicate the 
fact t o  the  Sec re txy  01 Interior and Police, and if the importa- 
tion theieof i.: gtli’rnitted, a Lcenhe ,nay be granted as in other  
caaes. If no licenre is derired or permission t o  import is not 
granted, said article or  articles shall continue unlder the custody 
of t he  Commacder of the Dominican Xalional Constdibularv untiJ 
they a re  w i t h d r a ~  n f rom tlic Do.mini.a~i Republic or until other- 
wire -]isposed of in accordance with law. 

Delivery of arms upon the expiration of the 
license.- When a license is revoked or  €or any reason expires, 
all1 ‘arms and ammunition in the possession of the  holder of r w h  
license covering Fame shall be p l x e d  under the 
Dominican National Constabulary. 

ARTICLE 14. 

ARTICLE 16. 

ARTICLE 16. Deli\ery of firearms by virtue of the dmlh 



or legal disabijity of the license hoIder.-In t h e  case of the  death 
o r  legal dipability of the holder of a firearms license, it shall he 
tkt duty of his nearest re!ative, legal representative o r  other  
-,,man who ha:. knowingly t a k s  chargz of te-ich aim or  ammuni- 
tioil to deliver. pame immediately to the  Commander of t he  corres- 
F.'ding ~ ; r o v i i ! c ~ ,  su;d arms and amrnunitio-i to  be held by s2id 
officer of the gat ioaal  Con, iulary until a license is issue there- 
fo r  in accordance with law. 

ARTICLE 17. Return of firearms to the owner thereof 
upon his departure fron the Dominican Republic.- When a 
Fei-on w;l?o.e a rms  or ammunition *ire under the custody of the 
0:irninicaii Nation21 Constxhclary is le lving the  Dominican 

ulclie, thky sh.11. wF?n he 2pplics for them in tim-, be deliver- 
r i  t o  him bj- the CL,itoms Inspertor aboard the  vzve l  o n  which 
ke rails. 

ARTICLE 18. Abandoned arm:< and ammunition.- All 
firearms ai:d ammunition liarlied over to  the custody of the 
Dominican National Coiisiabulary, in sccordance with t h e  provi- 
sions of all but Article 12 of this Law, shall be -deemed abscdoned 
by thcir owner t o  t h e  C ht or hi. represmtat ive 
elairrib then1 with'n the  from t h e  d.it2 of lesv- 

he cxre of a person who 
pprise the CL)mni*iiictor 

of t h z  Cominic;n National C o n s t l b d n r y  as t o  what is t o  be done 
with c,ich armq aid 2immun;tion; and in co  c2se will ii be the 

i Xat ion i l  Constai)ulary to  continue in 
charge t h e r ~ i t  for- s t h a r  live years, c x t p t  by vir tue d such 

hereto. Such abandoned arms 

biir, or w:thin f i x  
he Republic 0: v; 

A A e L l i J  i V r m T  'T  LA T' I!), Anauml juspeciion of firearms held by virtue 
r of t he  Dominican National Con- 

y j  si\ c in. t i  vclions to the chief inrpec- 
i: provinces t o  verify :1!1 ::rx> i r :  the 

h c l i s s ,  to make a proper report of >ach 
of anv v;ol:~tion of the  

terrnc zei i o i t h  i!: s i ~ c ' i  license or  in thz laws, iule.; j i i d  regala- 
L 3 n s  goveriuiig the  I;Gsi:?e-sio:i of firearms and arnmunit im,  :\lid 
t o  make ;i r q t c  (iii t h 2  11tri.i; Qf t'112 l i 0 ~ 1 : k e  th,it 
112.. h e m  efieclcd. an3 whan. 

E;n:> of 'i-ense holder to exhikit his license. 
It *ha!! k~ t h e  d u t r  of 

07 :immL:*-itioz. t o  txhiLil i t  whenever rrquircd t o  do SO by 
th.;. Goi.c:.cor* of thz Province, by any FLoviiicia1 officer acting in 

2 s  ne11 

.. 

AlXTICZZ 30. 
~ e r . c . i  hct1Ciy-g T ;ict-r.e t o  pc 
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e \Titi? written instructions from said Governor, by airy 
+he Dominican Sarional Constabulary, or  by any mxn-  

ber thereof acting in accordance with orders or regulations. 

Revocation of firearms license by the Secre- 
Iar: of Interior and Police.- Any firearms license may be 
revohed a t  m y  time by order of the  Secretary of Interior and 
Police. 

Loss of deposit certiiicate.--When a deposit 
certificate ha> I x e n  used as security and the  license holder fails 
t o  comply n i t h  any of the provisions of the  Law or  of the  
reguilations issued in accordance with same or  with the  terms of 
the licen-e, o r  fails l~ duly present the  firearms covered by the  
license, d-ic t o  dcciJenta1 loss o r  otherwise, the Secreltary of 
Interior ai 1 Police, when the case is duly proven, shall order t he  
deposit 321 -Gc it:. t o  be forw'irded to the National Treasurer f o r ,  
cojiecrion. 2 he xmount thereof. when coilected, shall be covei*ed 
into the g e  i x a l  fund. 

ARTICLE 2% 

ARTICLE 21. 

AZTICLE 22. 

Hiefirnd to be made upon the recovery of lost 
firearm>.- illhen a ;est fireaim has been recoverled by the  owner 
thereof, any amaunt co:lectecl o n  his security or  taken from the 
amount  deposi?ed 21 1 be returned to  him. 

ARTICLE 2 1. DeIivery of securit) or deposit certificate.- 
Tl'hen a firmrxis licexbe espirec, or is revoked or  returned, and 

or  ,imrnunition held by vii.tue thereof a r e  accounted 
ost" i  of in accordance with iaw, the  license holder's 

-ccui.ity o r  hi. del: certificate shall be turned over by order of 
the SeeZt:wy of ~ l i : ~  aftc.,r it is sstisfxtnry 
proi € 1 :  tha t  the  la:; - arid ax. g3,Terliilig the  uce of fire- 
a L * a <  11 4 i e c ~ e i i  complicd n it:-. 

Nethods and rules to be prescribed by the 
Secretayy of Imi-rior and Po!ice.- The Yccrelary of Interior anld 
Police ,-;?si1 prLsci.i?xd such methods and promulgate such rules 
:>< he ma::- Geert? ~ E C ~ ~ G ~ I - J -  t o  propdriy enforce this  Law. 

Any person n h ~  deais in firearms or pttrts 
thtreof ,  or in arnmunitio:i for  samp, o r  who imports them without 
f i ~ > t  hax;inX secvre:; t h e  license or  licenses required by Articles 
3 .  6, :ind 'i of th ; ,  La;.-, shall be guilty of a crime and, when con- 
xicted b> the  ~ : ' o ~ ~ r  Criminal Court, shall be punished with a 
fille ol' I:::: 1es-c. than  two thowand dollars ($2,000.00), n x  mare 
than five dollars ( $ . j , O O O . O O ) ,  and irnprisonmcnt f o r  not less than  
three 1101' more t h y n  fire years. 

ART':CL% 23 .  

ARTICLE 25. 

X3T:CLE 1;. Any i:2r>0~l h a ~ i n g  h1- p 
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arm or firearms or  ammunition for  same without t h e  correspond- 
ing permit, shall be guilky of a delito anid, upon conviction by  t h e  
proper Correctiolnd Court, shall bie punished with a fine of not 
less thlarn two hundred dollars ($200.00), nor more than  seven 
huadued amd twenty dicillars ($720.00) , or imprisor,ment of from 
six months to  olne year, at the  di,scretion of t he  Correctiocal 

%urt havinlg cognizance oC t h e  case. 

All laws o r  par ts  of laws in conflict herewith 
axe hereby repealed. 

ARTICLE 28. 

KOTE : The  Spanish version only of this  Law was  promul- 
gated by the  Military Government of Santo Domin- 
go on October 20, 1922. 

MILZ'l'ARY GOVEKNMENT O F  SANTO DOMINGO. 
Executive Order No. 820. 

APPROPRIATION O F  FUNDS FOR THE MAINTENANCE 
O F  THE COURT O F  APPEALS AT LA VEGA. 

By virtue of the powers vested in the  Military Govemmxlt 
of Santo Domingo, t h e  followiing Executive Order is heseby pro- 
mulgated: 

There is appropriated, frdm ncltional funds 
not otherwise obligated, t h e  sum of four  thousand three  hundreld 
and  fifty-six do!lars and one cent, American currency ($4,356.01) 
for  t he  paymeat of salaries and cxpenlses until December 31st; 
1922, of t he  Court of *4ppeals at La Vega, in  accordance, with 
Executive Order No. 794, which provi\dles for  the  reestablishment 
Jf said Court. 

ARTICLE 1. 

ARTICLE 2. Said sum shall be divided into monthly itemP 
i n  the  following mlanner: 


